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THE WAGE STRUCTURE 


E could announce last week that the National 

Federation of Building Trades Operatives had, 
in spite of some opposition to the scheme by the Wood- 
workers, accepted the principle of payment by results. 
In an industry which has always prided itself upon its 
high percentage of craft skill, this represents a greater 
concession to the spirit of the times than is likely to be 
appreciated by members of other more highly mechan- 
ised industries. We congratulate the Operatives’ leaders 
on the manner in which they must have presented to the 
Unions the case for incentive payments and upon the 
success which has attended their efforts—success which 
was endorsed on Monday last by the agreement of 
terms of settlement by the constituent bodies of the 
National Joint Council. We understand that no single 
hard and fast scheme is contemplated, but rather that 
schedules of bonus payments will be worked out to suit 
the circumstances of each and every job, and that a reason- 
able degree of elasticity is envisaged in order to give the 
principle every chance of developing successfully. We 
believe this to be a_ sensible line of approach 
although there will always be the danger of com- 
petitive bidding for scarce labour, and the extent 
to which additional costs will be passed on to the 
ultimate consumer has yet to be found out. 

Lip service (at least) has been paid by the Government 
to the view that wages should not chase prices. True, 
industry might have welcomed a more definite statement 
of this point of view than that which was ultimately 
expressed as a desire on the part of the Government 
that the two sides of industry should settle their own 
wage problems without Government interference. That 
is what the building industry has now been able to do, 
but not, unfortunately, in such a manner as to obviate 
an increase in costs. The new settlement involves an 
immediate increase in the basic hourly wage of threepence. 
This, according to official calculations, will add £28 to 
the cost of the average council house, a capital increase 
equivalent to the addition of sevenpence per week to 
the rent. Not, of course, that there is any certainty 
that the increase will in this case be passed on to the 
consumer in a higher weekly rent; it is much more 
likely to be passed on to the ratepayer and taxpayer 
who meet the difference between an economic rent and 
that which the tenant is supposed to be able to afford. 
This increase of threepence on the top of the fourpence 
which was given last year without any improvement 
in output might well have a crippling effect on the 
industry if it were not for the facts that we are living 
in a period of inflation, and the building industry’s 
principal, practically its sole, customer is public authority. 
The cumulative effect of these increases is to give 
the industry a status increase of 27 per cent., i.e., 
over and above such increase as may be related to the 
cost of living. 

It will be interesting to know what is going to happen 
to the cost-of-living variations which have been a feature 
of the wage structure of the building industry during the 
past quarter of a century. The old cost-of-living index 
to which these variations were related has, of course, 
gone by the board, and the new scale which has taken 


its place contains some wonderful loadings related to 
average British workman’s expenditure upon beer, 
tobacco, the cinema, etc., items of expenditure which 
were not considered to be essential in the more Spartan 
days of the earlier part of the century. If the builders’ 
wages are still to be subject to increase according to the 
rising cost of living and if, as appears probable, the price 
of our economic distress is to be a higher cost of living, 
then the present settlement will not represent stabilisation 
but merely inflation. We cannot imagine that this 
fact will have been overlooked by either side of the 
industry, and we are glad to note that it is part of the 
settlement that there will be no wage increases on a 
cost-of-living basis until June next, 

One of the difficulties with which the building industry 
has been faced to an increasing degree in recent years 
is the existence of what one might term “ side agree- 
ments.” Building trade workers are employed by many 
industries, some of them on the fringe of the building 
industry and others as far removed from building as 
the iron and steel industry or chemical manufacture. 
In some of these industries it was natural that there 
should be wage agreements differing from the main 
agreement in the building industry. To take a hypo- 
thetical case, the chemical industry might be able to 
offer such advantages as a guaranteed full week and 
working under cover, and the observance of building 
trade conditions might have been an embarrassment in 
negotiating wage agreements with other chemical 
workers. In such circumstances it would be natural 
for the chemical employers to negotiate a separate wage 
agreement for their building trade workers. The same 
case, however, could not be made out for separate wage 
agreements in the many so-called specialist trades 
associated with the building industry. Several such 
agreements have nevertheless been negotiated and their 
observance has proved an embarrassment to employers 
and operatives alike in the industry. It is to the good 
that the present opportunity is being taken to get rid of 
these “side agreements” and to restore the wage 
negotiating machinery to the state of order which has 
preserved such admirable peace since the last drastic 
upheaval in 1924—so long ago that many people now 
in the building industry have no first-hand knowledge 
of the misery and economic loss which that upheaval 
entailed. 

Looking back to that period, the present would 
appear to be a good time for the building industry to 
say “‘ Let us now praise famous men.” After 1919.the 
building industry passed through a turbulent period 
not unlike the present. Wages, from.a pre-war 10d., 
had risen to 2s. 4d., and dropped back to Is. 8d. How 
they were stabilised at that last figure, how the National 
Wages and Conditions Council machinery was devised, 
how questions of grading and demarcation disputes 
were resolved—ail of these things form a saga of honest 
and earnest effort on the part of such old stalwarts 
as A. G. White, Stephen Easten, W. E. Collier, Tom 
Barron and many others. We trust and believe that 
their successors will be imbued with the same sense of 
service to the industry and to the country. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


N.J.C. Accept Incentives Plan. 

Ar a meeting on Monday, the National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry 
agreed terms of settlement drawn up on 
behalf of its adherent bodies. The effect 
is that, from the first payday after Novem- 
ber 16, it will be open to employers to 
introduce payment by results, and there 
will be a general wages increase of 3d. 
per hour for crafts, with 80 per cent. of 
that additional rate for labourers. The 
settlement is given in full on page 467. 

At a Press conference held on Monday 
evening, concern was expressed whether 
the present time, when the building pro- 
gramme is expected to be cut, is a suit- 
able one for the introduction of such a 
scheme. The danger is obvious: any 
scheme, to produce the desired results, 
must speed up the building process and 
result in earlier completion of the reduced 
programme. Mr, J. W. Stephenson, who 
introduced the agreement, frankly ad- 
mitted that the present time was not ideal, 
but felt that there would be a sufficiency 
of work before the programme began to 
contract to enable the scheme to justify 
itself. 

We shall return to this in a later issue, 
but would express our conviction that, if 
the proposals are to achieve anything other 
than a mere increase in building costs, it 
is essential that the Government revise 
any ideas they may have for cutting the 
building programme, and in their place 
prepare a plan, in consultation with the 
industry, which will offer full employment 
of the regular industry for a term of years, 
This we consider to be vital to the success 
of the incentives plan to which, in prin- 
ciple, we give our fullest support. 


The T.U.C. Building Competition. 

Tue face of the profession has received 
a very much needed lift as a result of the 
announcement of the new competition for 
the Trades Union Congress building in 
Great Russell-street. It is extraordinary 
to consider that only three competitions of 





Clover-leaf Crossings, Skansbron Bridge, Stockholm. 
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any size have been held since the war 
finished ; first, the rather mythical scheme 
for the new Crystal Palace; second, the 
Peterborough technical school; and third, 
that for Colombo Cathedral. The greatest 
prize of the lot, the new United Nations 
buildings in New York, was kept strictly 
within that inner circle of international 
architects, and it is painful to think of the 
talent which lies untapped and wasted be- 
cause of this method of selection, good 
though the reasons may have been. How- 
ever, the T.U.C., as a body, has gone a 
long way to providing consolation, and one 
thing is certain: that the entry will be 
large and the work submitted stimulating. 

Is the competition system a good 
system? We think so, except possibly 
in times when the amount of work exceeds, 
or at least equals, the number of architects 
capable of coping with it. In these days, 
when the architectural scene is practically 
a desert, for a job of any considerable size 
to be handed to any one man or firm natur- 
ally tends to create a certain amount of 








(See Note.) 
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ill-feeling from his suffering fellows, a 
situation which rarely arose in those far- 
off days of plenty for all. This state of 
affairs obviously points to one solution and 
one solution only : let everybody have a 
chance; recent statements by a Minister 
to the effect that the competition system is 
a risky business, that the winner may be 
an excellent designer but lacking in busi- 
ness experience, etc., rather burke the 
issue. The best design, as judged by the 
assessor, should get the job; the carrying 
through of the actual work is a task which 
can be organised, but fundamentally it is 
the design that counts. 

As we have said, we think the competi- 
tive system a good system; it has its 
faults, and sometimes the work entailed 
is far too great, and the selection of the 
winners could frequently be achieved with- 
out so much labour on the part of all the 
entrants; but people who criticise the 
system on these grounds forget one im- 
portant factor : that the majority of archi- 
tects, good architects, like making beau- 
tiful drawings. There are, of course, ex- 
ceptions, but a lage entry for a competi- 
tion need not be considered as, exclusive 
of the winners, just so many wasted 
schemes, for every scheme usually means 
a great deal to its author, and much of the 
disappointment of not. being placed is miti- 
gated by the fact that he has produced a 
design for an actual site, that he has 
widened his experience and horizon, and 
that not gaining a place is all in the game, 
anyway. This last attitude is possibly 
asking too much of some people; the out- 
cry over the Crystal Palace award was 
proof of this, but it would be impossible 
to please everybody, for architects, as a 
race, are pretty variable. Nevertheless, 
the new competition is obviously going to 
rove very popular, and we hope that many 
others will follow. 


The Skansbron Bridge, Stockholm. 

A NEW BRIDGE, the ‘‘ Skansbron,’’ con- 
necting the inner city of Stockholm with 
its extensive and rapidly growing southern 
suburbs was officially opened to traffic on 
September 28. The new ‘‘ Skansbron,”’ 
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which stretches over the Hammarby Ship 
Canal and the Hammarby Valley, has a 
total length of 574 metres (1,883 ft.), and 
is 32 metres high (105 ft.) and 4 metres 
wide (112 ft.). It consists of an arch span 
with a length of 118 metres (387 ft.), while 
the rest is built on pillars. The decking 
accommodates two roadways, each 7.5 
metres (25 ft.) wide, footpaths and cycle- 
tracks, and a special] 8-metre (26 ft.) wide 
double-track section for tramway lines. It 
has been built by the Swedish company, 
Monberg & Thorsen, to the order of the 
City of Stockholm, and has cost £500,000. 
The bridge is connected with an extensive 
system of approach roads, including 
‘* clover-leaf ’’ constructions, seen in our 
illustration, which have cost about 
£550,000. The bridge and its approaches 
are in reinforced concrete. The building 
of this new bridge had become necessary 
in order to cope with the heavily increased 
traffic to the south-eastern suburbs of 
Stockholm, the population of which has 
doubled to about 75,000 in the last five 
vears. 

The R.1.B.A. Schools’ Exhibition. 

THE small exhibition being held at the 
Royal Institute of British Architects as a 
complement to the course of lectures on 
Post-War School Planning and Construc- 
tion illustrates the effect of the Education 
Act, 1944, and the Memorandum on Build- 
ing Regulations, as interpreted by the 
various authorities and private architects 
acting for authorities. In all, some 26 
schools are illustrated; the range covered 
is from nursery schools, nursery and 
infants, junior, and secondary. The secon- 
dary schools cover the four alternative 
types. 

Ihe size of the schools varies from one 
to three form intakes. The arrangement 
problems are dependent upon site condi- 
tions. Both single and two-storeyed types 
are represented. Purely temporary hut- 
ment schools are not shown, as they are 
regarded as undesirable except in cases of 
dire necessity. Although a wide range of 
construction is employed, the majority of 
the schools display attempts to overcome 
the present difficulties in labour and 
supply of material. Standardised units of 
various types are to be seen. The exhibi- 
tion, however, does not stress the struc- 
tural problems involved owing to lack of 
space. Two examples, however, have been 
included—works by Mr. Howard V. Lobb, 
F.R.I.B.A. (Bourne End School, Ruislip, 
illustrated in 7'he Builder, July 25, 1947), 
and Mr. C. H. Aslin, F.R.I.B.A., of the 
Hertfordshire County Council, both of 
which deal with this aspect of the problem 
in some detail with divergent approaches. 


Revolutionary Planning. 

THE designs illustrate very clearly the 
almost revolutionary results in planning 
and arrangement brought about by the Act 
and its accompanying memorandum. The 
old block or courtyard type of school has 
given way to free asymetrical planning. 

The technical, scientific and economic 
approach to the problem concerned with 
modern school planning is clearly apparent 
from these designs. There is no doubt that 
a great advance has been made, and the 
solution of the problems is no longer 
biased by any form of traditional refer- 
ence. The basic governing principles are 
clearly standards of use and performance 
which are the determining factors, and 
which in turn dictate the final architec- 
tural form. Owing to lack of space and 
the fact that the majority of foreign 
schools are irrelevant, having different 
terms of reference, they have with one 
exception been excluded. It was felt, 
however, that it would not be out of place 
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Major G. B. J. Athoe, to wnom a Com- 
plimentary Dinner was given by the 


LA.A.S., to commemorate 21 years as 
General Secretary (see page 466). 


to display a few photographs indicating 
amenities, finishes and furniture from 
foreign sources, in particular in relieving 
any tendency towards a dull and factory- 
like appearance. In addition, a set of 
diagrams and photographs have been in- 
cluded illustrating the essentials of good 
lighting and ventilation, two primary 
necessities. 

It is intended that this exhibition shall 
form the core of a much larger exhibition 
on the same subject, including a much 
wider range of schools and other educa- 
tional buildings, both British and foreign, 
which, it is hoped, will be held at the 
R.I.B.A. in the late spring or early sum- 
mer of 1948. 

The present display is open to the public 
from October 25 to November 1 inclusive 
(not Sunday). This will give those who 
were unable to attend the course of lectures 





COMING EVENTS 


Monday, October 27. 

FEDERATION OF Master Buitpers. Luncheon 
meeting, Connaught Rooms, Great Queen-street, 
W.C.2. 1 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 28. 

Tue InstituTION of Civit EnGtneers. Mr. J. O. 
Scott, B.Sc., Assoe.M.LC.E., on ‘ Roads and 
their Riding Qualities.” 
3.W 5.30 p.m. 

THe Lonpon Society. 
London. Meet at 
hall-street. 3 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 29. 

Royat Institute oF British ARCHITECTS. Special 
Students’ Evening in Connection with the Work- 
ing Drawings Exhibition. 66, Portland-place, 
W.1. 6.30 p.m. 

Tue ARCHITECTURAL 
General Meeting. Mr. 
M.C., F.R.I.B.A., President, on 
Architecture.” 36, 
7.45 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. Exhibition of 
students’ holiday sketches (including a section 
for photographs). 36, Bedford-square, W.C.1 
(continuing unti] November 21). 

INSTITUTE OF WELDING. Presidential Address 
by Mr. J. L. Adam, C.B.E., M.I.N.A. Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers, Great George-street, 
S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

Thursday, October 30. 

WaLieoaRp Mercuants’ Association. Annual 
meeting. Welcombe Hotel, Stratford-on-Avon. 
2.30 p.m. 


Great George-street, 


Visit to the Guildhall, 
Museum entrance, Basing- 


ASSOCIATION, Annual 
Howard Robertson, 
* Quality in 
Bedford-square, W.C.1. 


Friday, October 31, 

BIRMINGHAM AND Five Counties ARCHITECTURAL 
Association. Mr. Hope Bagenal, F.R.I.B.A., on 
“Noise and Good Housing.” Royal Birming- 
ham Society of Artists Galleries. 

‘ASHRIDGE CoLLeGe, Herts. Course No. 4, 
“Housing in the Crisis.” Ashridge College, 
Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire (continuing until 
Monday, November 3). 
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an opportunity of examining the most 
interesting designs which are being pro- 
duced in accordance with the requirements 
of the Education Act. 

The Building Centre announce that, in 
order to link up with the exhibition, they 
will form a special School Equipment Sec- 
tion, arranged under the auspices of a 
committee consisting of Messrs. H. V. 
Lobb, F.R.I.B.A., 8S. H. Loweth, 
F.R.I.B.A., F.S.A., G. F. Rowe, M.A., 
A.R.I.B.A., T. S. Tait, F.R.1.B.A., and 
F. R. Yerbury, Hon. A.R.I.B.A. The 
section will be in the charge of Miss Alma 
Dicker, A.R.I.B.A., the staff architect. 


Professional Announcements. 


Mr. D. Macrartane Doric, F.R.1.C.S., chartered 
quantity surveyor, wishes to intimate that he 
has taken Mr. S. Martin Situ, A.R.DCS., 
into partnership, and that the firm will hence- 
forth be styled D. M. Doig and Smith, chartered 
quantity surveyors, practising as before at 164. 
Bath-street, Glasgow, C2 (tel. : Douglas 6265). 

Mr. Josepn Basss, F.I.Q.8., A.LA.S. (Joseph 
Babbs and Partners), quantity surveyors, 
announces the opening of a branch office at 
45, Great Peter-street, Westminster, S.W.1, where 
he will be glad to receive trade literature, etc. 


R.1.B.A. 


Exhibition of Students’ Work. 

Tue work here on view is a selection of 
studies submitted by students for their 
R.1.B.A. Final, and represents work from 
candidates from the following architec- 
tural schools: Architectural Association, 
Birmingham, Liverpool, Aberdeen, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, Manchester, Edinburgh, 
Cardiff, Leeds, Glasgow, Sheffield, 
Northern Polytechnic, Regent-st. Polytech- 
nic, Welsh, Witwatersrand (Johannesburg), 
Nottingham. Without doubt the exhibits 
reach a high standard in planning, layout 
and elevational treatment in the many 
schemes attempted. It is not possible to 
seleet any particular work for special 
mention when so many reach such a high 
standard of work and presentation, all 
worked out with constructional details 
and reports. The problems or subjects set 
are those which are called for to-day, or 
are needed at such time when conditions 
are less chaotic than at present. The sub- 
jects include holiday camps, zoological 
gardens, hospitals, newspaper offices, an 
embassy for Paris, university buildings, 
law courts, commercial centres, health 
centres, and others. The designs rely on 
good general proportions and grouping, 
and generally are devoid of certain oddi- 
ties which, in the early days of the 
modern school, were all too common. One 
can but wonder what prospects there will 
be for these young architects for some 
years to come, when building as at 
present is confined to absolute essentials. 
Somehow they must be given their chance. 


From The Builder of 1847 
Saturday, October 23, 1847. 


Ocroser though it be, the day is warm 
and bright; what say you, then, reader, 
to a Walk and a Talk? In spite of the 
dreadful doings in the City—Consols lower 
than they have been for many a year, large 
commercial firms failing, confidence 
weakened, requisitions to Prime Minister 
for some immediate effort on the part. of 
Government to avert difficulties—building 
operations appear to be going on 
vigorously in the Metropolis. . . . 

«*, Except for the last sentence, this extract 

from the leading article of 100 years ago 
might well have been taken from any news- 
paper’s current columns. It is well to remem- 
ber that we have been in tight corners _before, 
though difficult to assess how far a flourish- 
ing building industry was responsible for pull- 
ing us round the corner then. Possibly to a 
very great extent. Verb sap, 











The Plan. 


THE BUILDER 


October 24 1947 

















Below : Front Elevation of Steps and Pedestal. 


KING GEORGE V MEMORIAL, WESTMINSTER 
SIR GILES SCOTT, O.M., R.A, ARCHITECT. SIR W. REID DICK, R.A., SCULPTOR 


At noon on October 22, H.M. The 
King unveiled the statue of his father, 
King George V, which has _ been 
erected in the grounds of Westminster 
Abbey, opposite the entrance to the 
House of Lords. 

The statue stands on an open site on 
one of the Abbey lawns, south of 
Henry, VII’s Chapel, and is centred on 
the extreme eastern end of the Chapter 
House and the Lords’ entrance to 
Westminster Palace. 

Its situation and the general plan 
of the memorial layout were chosen by 
a sub-committee, under the chairman- 
ship of Lord Broadbridge, of the 
memorial fund executive committee, 
after consideration had been given to 
the various suggested sites, which in- 
cluded Parliament-square and also a 
garden to be formed by demolishing a 
large part of Abingdon-street. The 


layout finally decided will necessitate 
the removal of only one building—No. 
5, Old Palace Yard, which is used at 
present by Members of Parliament for 
their secretarial work. 


Sir Giles Gilbert Scott has acted as 
architect for the layout and setting, 
and the statue is the work of Sir 
William Reid Dick. The figure is of 
Portland stone, and was carved in one 
of the quarries at Portland. It is 
10 ft. in height and weighs just under 
8 tons, and portrays King George 
wearing State robes. The outbreak of 
the war made it impossible to bring 
the statue to London for erection, and 
for five years it lay in one of the 
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tunnels of the quarry, protected frorn 
bombing or blast. After the war it 
was found to have suffered no damage. 
and has been kep? at the Tate Gallery 
till the site and base were ready. 


The base stands on a foundation of 
reinforced concrete, and is worked in 
Portland stone, with an inner core of 
brick. 

Advantage was taken, in devising 
the layout of the statue, to modify, the 
existing road frontage to give a more 
balanced conformity. So far the road 
frontage to the north of the statue has 
been moved slightly eastward, 
shown on the layout plan. The roac 
frontage to the south of the statue has 
yet to be altered. This will be done 
when No. 5; Old Palace Yard is de- 
molished. The removal of this build- 
ing will also allow the pathway on the 
southern side of the lawn containing 
the statue to be redirected to balance 
with that on the northern side. 


"The contractors for the masonry 
were Messrs. Higgs and Hill, London. 
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—— The Memorial : A photograph taken after the unveiling ceremony on Wednesday. 
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KING GEORGE V MEMORIAL, WESTMINSTER. The Site Plan. 
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WESTMINSTER HALL 


The Repair 


By J. G. NOPPEN 


Tue southern bays of the roof of West- 
minster Hall have been damaged by 
enemy action and repairs are now in hand. 
Built during the last ten years of the 
fourteenth century, the roof has always 
been reckoned the most striking example 
of English carpentry that we own. 

Readers of Zhe Builder are familiar 
with the recent history of the roof. It 
was, in fact, under repair mainly owing 
to the activities of Xestobium Tessellatum, 
that terrible insect whose grub attacks 
the oak with incredible energy, at the 
time the first Great War began. The 
Report made by Mr. (later Sir Frank) 
Baines in 1914 states that ‘‘ the wood at 
the disposal of the original builders was 
very carefully cut so that little, if any, 
sapwood occurs on the main structural 
members of the trusses.’ It was pointed 
out that the fact that timbers so severely 
attacked by the insect pest should have 
stood was a high tribute to the hardness 
of the wood. 


The Norman Roof. 

Moreover, it is worthy of note that the 
roof stood firm for some two centuries 
longer than, it seems, did the Norman roof 
which, in the present writer’s opinion, 
must have been beyond reasonable repair 
at the time it was taken down; but of 
this, of course, there is no proof. There 
were, however, large quantities of timber 
being got for works at Westminster before 
anything is heard of the heightening of 
the hall; but further reference to this 
matter will be made below. 

It should, of course, be borne in mind 
that the King would have no more hesi- 
tation in ordering the reconstruction of his 
hall than would any rich man of our own 
time in rebuilding a wing of his house. 
It may be recalled that Henry III was 
quite happy to order the reconstruction, 
ten years after its completion, of what 
must have been a very beautiful early 
thirteenth-century Lady chapel to make it 


of the Roof 


a suitable eastern end to his new abbey 
church at Westminster, and this at a time 
when funds were none too plentiful! Our 
idea about the preservation of old work 
was unnecessary and unknown to Henry 
Ifl and Richard II, and they were ready 
to replace anything. Their confidence in 
their workmen was complete. 

The Hall has had many repairs in the 
past. As early as 1251 a wall fell and in- 
jured several persons. The king gaye 
orders that Master Henry, his own sur- 
geo, should attend them, and be given 
all that he needed to speed their recovery 
(Close Roll 35 Henry III). 

The more recent repairs to the roof are 
well set forth in the 1914 Report. In 
1663 the lead was partly recast and partly 
made gocd in position ; two hammer-beams 
and two collar-beams were repaired; three 
new purlins put in, and various other work 
was done. It is not known when the lead 
roof was replaced by slates, but the latter 
are mentioned in 1782, and it is thought 
that the change was made between 1760 
and that date. Unhappily, the accounts of 
1703-1777 have been lost. (Report, p. 8.) 

Repairs to the masonry of the windows 
and other details were carried out in 1782, 
and a new scheme of lighting given ap- 
proval. In 1819 masonry repairs were 
agreed upon, which it was estimated would 
cost £20,000. Smirke reported on the Hall 
in 1834, and did a good deal of repair to 
and renewal of the stonework. In 1850 
Barry, prepared a scheme for the 
strengthening of the roof bY means of iron 
ties, which was done. The egregious J. L. 
Pearson was at it in 1885; but his chief 
claim to distinction here seems to be that 
he removed the dormer windows on the 
west side. His great work was the de- 
struction of what little was left of the 
thirteenth century on the north trangept 
front of the nearby abbey church. 

In 1912 the Hall came under the care 
of the Ancient Monuments branch of the 
Office of Works, and the thorough ex- 
amination of the roof and its problems is 





1. This photograph, taken from an unusual angle, shows repair work in hand 
Damaged wood is being cut out of the rafters and purlins 
of the famous hammer-beam roof. 


at Westminster Hall. 
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fully described and illustrated in the 
Report by Sir Frank Baines, published 
by H.M. Stationery Office in 1914. It is 
one of the most important and fascinating 
documents of its kind that has been 
printed. 

As far as is known, the hammer-beam 
roof replaced the original, built at the 
end of the eleventh century, which, as 
Lethaby showed, in Archeologia, Vol. 60, 
was probably supported by two rows of 
wooden pillars. This. as suggested above, 
was possibly in a condition to call for the 
compiete renewal which, in fact, was made. 
At the same time the Hall was heightened, 
given new windows, and its north front 
was rebuilt. How and why these works 
were decided upon is not known. 

However, in the Patent Roll of 1393 
there is a writ on record which orders 
John Gedeney, the clerk of the works, 
‘* To take all the king’s timber in the wood 
of Pettelewode, co. Sussex, to the port of 
London for the king’s works within the 
palace of Westminster.’’* This looks like 
the beginning, though the Hall is not 
actually named. The date of the writ was 
July 5. ° 

Six months later, on January 21, 1394, 
the Patent Roll records another writ, 
ordering ‘‘ John Godmegston, clerk, to cause 
the Great Hall (the small hall, parva 
aula, stood to the south of it) in the 
palace of Westminster to be repaired, 
taking the necessary masons, carpenters 
and labourers therefor, wherever found, 
except in the fee of the church, with power 
to arrest and imprison contrariants until 
further order, and also to take stone, 
timber, tiles and other materials and trang- 
port for the same at the king’s charges, 
and to sell branches, bark and _ other 
remnants of trees provided for the said 
hall, as well as old timber from it and 
the old bridge near the palace, by view 
and testimony of the king’s controller of 
the said work for the time being, account- 
ing for the moneys so received, and re- 
ceiving in that office wages and fees at 
the discretion of the treasurer of England.” 
Hugh Herland, carpenter, was appointed 
controller. 

A month later, Thomas de Nevyl] and 
Thurstan de Boure, esquires (scutiferi), 
were required ‘‘to take, provide and buy 
in person or by deputies for repair of the 
king’s Great Hall at Westminster 100 
fothers of lead in the High Peak and else- 
where . . . paying therefor £4 a fother 
and to take carriage for same, with power 
to imprison, etc.” 


Agreement with the Masons. 

That the decision both to heighten the 
hall and to renew the roof had been taken 
is finally made clear by an indenture dated 
March 18, 1395, made between the King 
and two masons, Richard Washbourn and 
Johan Swalwe. The two men undertook ‘‘to 
make well and truly ali the table of walls 
of the Great Hall within the Palace of 
Westminster on one side and the other. 
The which table shall surmount the old 
wall by two feet of assize over the said 
wall, with sawn stone of Reigate, and 
where the work requires they shall put 
stone of Marre to strengthen the said 
table . and shall make the said table 
according to the purport of a pattern made 
by the advice of Master Henry Yeveley 
and delivered to the said masons by 
Walkin Waldon, his warden.” (The 
italics are mine.) They were also to make 
the 26 corbels necessary for the support of 
the roof ‘‘ according to the purport of a 
pattern to be shown them by the 
treasurer.” + 





*This must have been timber that had been 
felled long ago and left to season. 

t Extracted from the translation given in the 
Report of 1914. 
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2. At the end of each hammer-beam of the roof of Westminster Hall is an angel 
bearing a shield. Here is one being cleaned. 


The job seems to have been nearing its 
end in 1398-1400, for which years the 
accounts are quoted by Lethaby and later 
by the Report.t The north front is being 
finished with its two towers, window, and 
a pinnacle surrounded by four images 
Thomas Wolvey was doing mason’s work 
on the towers, battlement and elsewhere, 
and William Cleuddere was busy with 
the pinnacle and images. 


Yeveley and Herland. 

Now both Henry Yeveley and Hugh 
Herland had been mason and carpenter to 
the King over a long period. In 1394 
they were certainly getting on in years; 
but notwithstanding their undoubtedly 
useful careers, and the fact that none in 
their tvades can have had wider experi- 
ence, we know little about them, or about 
the precise share they had in the recon- 
struction of the Hall. Their ways were 
not those of any building master of 
modern experience. 

We know that Herland was the con- 
troller of the works, and may agree that 
it was a wise choice. None could have 
been better fitted to take care of the King’s 
interests than his old and trusted chief 
carpenter. He seems to have held his 
post well, and we find in the account just 
mentioned, at the end of the roll ‘‘ et in 
vadiis magistro hugoni herlande capitali 
carpentario regis et controrotulatori 
dictarum operacionum ad zijd per diem 
per idem tempus (398 days) xix libri xviij 
solidi.” 


t E 101/473/11, see Westm. Abbey and King’s 
Craftsmen, pp. 218 and 219 and Report, p. 7. 


We know that by Yeveley’s advice a 
pattern was made for the heightening of 
the walls, and that it was to be delivered 
to the King’s masons (ss described in the 
endorsement of the indenture, les masons 





‘his works. 
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du Roy). who were to work according to 
its purport. It is likely ‘that all work 
was done according to some pattern, or the 
purport thereof; but the question is not 
only what kind of things the patterns 
were, but in what manner and spirit were 
they used? What was the relationship, 
as then understood, between him by whose 
counsel a pattern had been made and him 
to whom it was given that he might work 
according to its purport? We can scarcely 
hope for an answer. 

We know that the building master’s 
social background, his training and his 
general outleok, were different from those 
of anybody associated with building to-day. 
Such written records as have survived 
consist of a few facts of which the great 
majority is lost. Even if they had all 
come down to us, those facts would still 
have been liable to deceive. But the 
medieval builder has left us a better— 
though sadly incomplete—memorial in 
These cannot tell us every- 
thing; but they can tell us a good deal. 


The Rise of the Builder. 

In the early years we see him trying to 
build as the Romans did; but he had not 
their education. It was a good thing that 
he had not, as we shall see. His efforts 
have been labelled Romanesque, which is, 
perhaps, as good a label as could be found. 
Nevertheless, his attempts were workman- 
like if crude. He solved his problems in 
the obvious way. A building that must 
be strong was massive. To make a build- 
ing fireproof he built it as far as possible 
of stone. 

Working, as he did, with the solution 
of structural problems ever in mind, pro- 
gress was inevitable, and the problems 
were solved. There came a time when he 
was, in Lethaby’s words, literaily playing 
with stone, throwing it high into the air 
with a confidence that is to us incredible. 
There followed the decline. High 
moments cannot last. He had, as 
LLethaby said, done all that could be done. 

The day of great mascnry came and 
went. The fourteenth century concen- 
trated on the elaboration of the lesser 
details, built tall and ornamental rather 
than useful steeples. But it was all work- 
manlike, especially in carpentry, Skill in 


3. Raising a new purlin to replace one damaged beyond repair. 
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building in wood, save, perhaps, for de- 
fensive purposes, was somewhat behind 
anasonry; bus it went ahead. The great 
roof of Westminster Ha!] must have been 
one of its triumphs in that field, though, 
indeed, we do not hear that it astonished 
anybody. After all, they were practical 
people in the time of Richard II, and if 
a place needed a timber roof the carpen- 
ters were expected to supply one. 

Herland, the King’s chief carpenter, old 
in years and experience, was doubtless the 
grand old man of the trade. None is 
likely to have contributed more tewards 
the trade that could put up that roof than 
he. His advice must constantly have been 
sought, and readily given. His job as 
controller of the work gave the fine old 
man an additional interest in it. 


The masons chiefly concerned in the job 
seem to have been Washbourn, Swalwe 
and Wolvey. They doubtless had the 
benefit of advice from Yeveley, the grand 
old man of masonry. He had advised on 
the making of a pattern, according to the 
purport of which the walls were to be 
raised, and another pattern in respect of 
the corbels to carry the roof was shown to 
them by the treasurer. Wolvey seems to 
have been left to his own devices so far 
as his towers and windows were concerned, 
and, indeed, they were certainly less 
serious affairs than the raising of the 
walls. § 

The reconstruction of the Hall was prob- 
ably not regarded as extraordinary from 
the masons’ point of view; but no mean 
skill was needed to ensure that the 
heightened walls would carry the heavy 
rool. No more than necessary was done 
and the old wall arcade was merely fille 
in except where it was cut out in the 
course of the work. 

It is regrettable that we do not know 
who were the carpenters who made the 
roof, and so carefully cut the fine seasoned 
timber that was po to fulfil its purpose 
tor five centuries. Yet their names, did 
we know them, would tell us nothing. The 
work speaks for itself. It was, and is, a 
monument to the trade that built it, not to 
an individual, and Hugh Herland might 
well look at it with pride, knowing tat 
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few, if any, in the long history of that 
trade had given more to it than he. 

There is one thing that, through such 
works as the roof of Westminster Hall, 
we might learn, and that is that in the 
Middle Ages when anything had to be done 
they did it in the one best way that they 
knew. Almost the most necessary thing 
to bear in mind is that they knew only 
one best way, and that it was their way. 
It belonged to them all, not to one man. 
Such works as this roof were, to borrow 
Lethaby’s words, a thousand men deep, 
not one man. 

The great roof has often suffered repair, 
and is no longer self-sufficient; but it re- 
mains a noble monument to fourteenth- 
century skill in carpentry. Those who 
get close to it in the course of its repair 
cannot fail to profit by the association. It 
is a true masterpiece from which nearly 
everything might be learnt. 


“MEN OF TASTE”’ 


Tue author states that his purpose is 
to trace the influence of the Men of Taste 
—the patrons—upon the development of 
art and upon the lives of the working 
artists that they employed. This is done 
in a series of short biographies,* starting 
with Rameses II and finishing with John 
Ruskin (1819-1900) and William Morris 
(1834-1896). The book is perhaps particu- 
larly of interest at this time when the 
patron, as an individual, is no longer 
allowed to exist, and may never return. 

Inevitably, in a single volume, there 
must be many omissions in the figures 
whose activities can be discussed, and it 
is difficult to determine the plan under- 
lying Mr. Briggs’s selection. In some 
cases, too, it is questionable whether some 
of the men selected really conform to 
his definition of patrons. Samuel Pepys 
and Beau Nash hardly fall into this cate- 
gory,,and while there is no question of 
the great influence on art generally, and 
on architecture in particular, of John 
Ruskin and William Morris, they cannot 
be regarded as patrons. In some instances, 
also, Mr. Briggs himself denies certain of 
his characters the right to the title “‘ Men 
of Taste.” 





§ Both Yeveley and Waldon were viewers of 
the work, being named as such in the indenture. 


*“Men of Taste.” By eats. fi. Briggs. 


(London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 





4. Work on a new wing for one of the shield-bearing angels which terminate 


the hammer-beams of the roof. 
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The reader is asked to be indulgent 


in the matter of choice and _ the 
great interest of the book promotes 
such indulgence. To tlte architect, and 
more especially to the architectural 


student, the main attraction of the book 
is the presentation of matters which are 
not normally studied, and which are often 
ignored in architectural histories. It is 
possible to see, through the descriptions 
of these patrons of the arts and the times 
in which they lived, the conditions under 
which so many familiar works were car- 
ried out. In reading Mr. Briggs’s narra- 
tive, the buildings which we have all 
studied, more frequently from the pages 
of books than from the buildings them- 
selves, are brought to life. It is possible 
to feel that we are present at the build- 
ing of so many familiar works. The 
temples and tombs of Egypt: the Acro- 
polis and the Parthenon at Athens and the 
villas and baths of Rome, to mention some 
of the earlier buildings. Santa Sophia, 
Aachen Cathedral, Westminster Abbey and 
Winchester Cathedral of medieval times 
are followed by buildings of the Renais- 
sance period; in Europe, the palaces of 
Florence, St. Peter’s, Rome, Hampton 
Court, the Chateau of Chambod, the town 
of Richelieu, Versailles and the Louvre; 
in England, Blenheim, Burlington House, 
Chiswick House and Bath. The conception 
and building of these and other works 
(mainly in Italy, France and England) are 
treated not solely as problems of archi- 
tecture, but also as problems involving the 
personalities of patron and designer. 


Mr. Briggs is at great pains to trace 
the responsibility for the execution of 
works sometimes ascribed to those who 
were really the promoters and not the 
executors; the patrons and not the artists. 
Of William of Wykeham it is said that 
he resembles Hadrian and Justinian in 
having acquired a posthumous and entirely 
fictitious reputation as an architect. The 
appointments held by him are described, 
and the arguments for and against his 
right to the description of architect are 
carefully weighed. The association with 
William Kent, Colin Campbell and Fiit- 
croft is considered in detail in the minia- 
ture biography of Lord Burlington, to 
whom the authorship of many works is 


frequently attributed. 


Grimthorpe comes into a different cate- 
gory. There is no doubt that he acted as 
architect for many buildings, notably for 
the completion of the Restoration of St. 
Albans Cathedral; but mainly through his 
quarrelling with Gilbert Scott and his 
ability to bring the right to act as archi- 
tect by assuming responsibility for paying 
the cost of the work that he carried out! 
That troubles between patron and archi- 
tect are not only an occurrence of modern 
times is shown in the story of the building 
of Blenheim, which were partly due to 
Vanburgh’s own actions, but in no small 
measure to the interference of the Duchess 
of Marlborough. The enormity of the de- 
mands of patrons is well illustrated by the 
passage in the study of Napoleon I. ‘‘ On 
one occasion he sent for Fontaine, his 
favourite architect, at 11 o’clock at night, 
and ordered him to bring 500 men at 
5 o’clock next morning to a specified place 
on the Place du Carrousel, and begin ex- 
cavations there for a triumphal arch in 
honour of the army.” 


Mr. Briggs’s careful researches are indi- 
cated by his reference to many authorities 
in illustration of the points he wishes to 
make. This gives a secondary purpose to 
the book, as a fruitful source of suggestions 
for further reading and study. . The book 
is excellently produced, in the manner 
which one has been encouraged to expect 
from Batsfords. A. 
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2A Type Houses (left). 


IB Type (centre). 
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HOUSING SCHEME AT STOKE POGES-LANE, EAST, 


FOR SLOUGH CORPORATION 


J. H. SAYNER, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., ARCHITECT 


A 22-acRE sITé ON WHICH THIS 
housing scheme is planied, situated 
on the east side of Stoke Poges- 
lane, about half a mile from -the 
Slough town centre, was purchased 
by the Corporation in October, 
1938, and tenders for the erection of 
268 houses were obtained in July, 
1939. The outbreak of war pre- 
‘vented any contract being placed, 
but in the spring of 1945 the Council 
‘decided to revise the scheme and 
‘bring the house plans up to the 


standard recommended in the Dud- 
ley Report of 1944. 

Layout. As the concrete estate 
roads had been constructed by the 
previous owners, revision of the lay- 
out had to be confined to regroup- 
ing the various new house designs, 
and the creation of a central feature 
by introducing a “‘ Green,” a short 
but wide tree-lined road, connecting 
Hawthorne-crescent with Cromwell- 
drive, and two blocks of old 
peoples’ bungalows at either end of 


the east to west axis. Space has also 
been found for two ranges of lock-up 
garages to be built later when build- 
ing controls have been eased. 

It was also decided to dispense 
with the usual fenced-in front gar- 
dens, and substitute open grass fore- 
courts, with suitable flowering and 
evergreen shrubs and trees planted 
at focal points, to be maintained by 
the local authority. 

The success of this experiment to 
enhance the amenities of a site 
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otherwise devoid of natural features 
depends on the co-operation of the 
public, and particularly the tenants. 
It is to be hoped that this will be 
forthcoming. Although the fore- 
going amendments involved a reduc- 
tion in the number of houses from 
268 to 238, the resulting improve- 
ments in the general layout are 
fully justified. 

At the request of the Ministry of 
Works, the Borough Council agreed 
to accept 50 of their experimental 
permanent houses, which have been 
grouped on the island site, and the 
land immediately adjoining, along 
the west boundary. 

House Prans. These are all of the 
working-kitchen type, and include 
the usual] range of kitchen fitments 
(by EJMA), tradesmen’s delivery 
hatches in three compartments, 
linen stores, and built-in hanging 
cupboards in most of the bedrooms. 
Owing to the acute shortage of tim- 








Above: Perspective of Type B houses, 
showing the treatment of the forecourts 
and the linking-up of the pairs of houses 
by the flanking outbuildings. 


Left: Typical house plans. 
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ber and ever-increasing costs, it has 
not been found possible to instal 
fitted wardrobes, but recesses have 
been formed to receive these later, 
if required. Convector fires provide 
background heating to dining 
spaces and one or two bedrooms 
in each house, and “ true-flue ”’ 
methods of constructing both the 
flue pipes and warm air ducts are 
being used throughout. 

Traditional building methods are 
being employed throughout the 
Council’s scheme. The outer cavity 
walls of the “‘A” and “B” type 
houses are being faced with rustic 
flettons or sand-faced bricks in 
groups, although in the early 
months of 1946, when clay bricks 
were in very short supply, Uxbridge 
flint bricks had to be used for some 
30 houses. 


** Phorpres”’ rug-faced building 
blocks are being used for the outer 
walls of the 36 “ C” type houses, 
effecting a saving of approximately 
£60 per house. These hollow blocks, 
6 in. by 6 in. by 9 in. long, are light 
and easy to handle, and give in one 
operation a wall comparable with 
ll-in. cavity brickwork. 

To save timber, the roofs of 20 
“A” type houses at the northern 
end of the site have been covered 
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with ** Hendon ”’ red asbestos tiles, 
fixed to rafters at 6-ft. centres. 

The remaining roofs are covered 
with plain or interlocking concrete 
tiles, in groups, and a further sav- 
ing of timber has been effected in 
112 houses by using asbestos batten- 
trays, secured to rafters and spaced 
at 3-it. centres. 


A simple treatment of elevations, 
together with careful grouping of 
the various house designs, is relied 
upon to give a sound and restful 
architectural effect. The brick-built 
outbuildings along the flank walls 
form useful links ‘between the 
blocks of houses, and help to give 
that feeling of continuity of treat- 
ment so essential in street archi- 
tecture. 


Two contracts have béen entered 
into: the first with Messrs. Y. J. 
Lovell and Son; Ltd., of Gerrards 
Cross, Bucks., for the erection of 54 
houses at the northern end is near- 
ing completion; the second, with 
Messrs. Camps and Jones, Ltd., of 
Hayes, Middlesex, for 124 houses, 
is under way, It is hoped that the 
first 54 houses will be occupied by 
the end of this year, and a propor- 
tion of the remainder will be roofed 
in before the weather breaks to re- 
lease plasterers’ and other trades. 
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OBITUARY 


Sir Leonard Pearce, D.Sc. 

We record with regret the death of Sir 
S. Leonard Pearce, Engineer-in-Chief to 
the London Power Company, who was 
responsible for the engineering design of 
Battersea Power Station. He was 74. 


John E. Henderson, L.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death on Octo- 
ber 17 of Mr. John Edward Henderson, 
L.R.1.B.A., of Moor Park, Rickmans- 
worth. Mr. Henderson, who was 69, 
studied at the A.A. and the Regent-street 
Polytechnic. His work consisted largely 
of houses, and he designed many charming 
examples in Pinner, the Isle of Wight, 
Hampstead Garden Suburb and elsewhere. 


R. S. Reid, F.R.1.B.A., F-R.1.A.S 
The death on October 16 is reported 


from Edinburgh of Mr. Robert Stirling 
Reid, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.1.A.S. 


Royal Visit to Dartmouth. 

Wuen Their Majesties visit the Royal 
Naval College, Dartmouth, on October 30, 
they will find no traces of bomb damage, 
for the buildings have been restored 
exactly as they were when originally built 
to the designs of the late Sir Aston Webb. 
Two bombs fell during the war on the 
college. One seriously damaged the north 
end of the Great Hall, which has now been 
admirably restored to its original state. 
Good progress is also being made with the 
building of a new classroom block. 








FOR SLOUGH CORPORATION. A Group of 2A-type Houses. 





4 REG LSS ECReES 


Re lin Te 


THE BUILDER 


The Altar from the Front. 
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THE NAVE ALTAR, 
ST. GEORGE'S CHAPEL, WINDSOR 


W. A. FORSYTH, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 


Tue Nave Attar FoR St. Greorce’s CHAPEL, 
Windsor, which has been erected as the Order of 
the Garter War Memorial and thankoffering for 
deliverance, stands at the foot of the steps which 
lead from the Nave through the Screen to the Choir. 
Jt is based upon English form, is 10 ft, in length, 
similar to the High Altar, and is raised by two steps 
above the level of the Nave. 

The riddel posts are octagonal in form with tradi- 
tional colouring and surmounted by angel figures 
carved in lime wood and gilt. The frontal and 


surrounding hangings are of silk damask material, 
Garter blue in colour. 


The silver Cross and Candle- 





sticks were the personal gift of Their Majesties the 
King and Queen. 

For great occasions of State, when the Nave is 
used in conjunction with the Choir, the Altar will be 
removed. To facilitate this the woodwork has been 
constructed in a light material called Obechi, or 
African whitewood, and special measures were 
adopted in fitting together the various parts. The 
architect of the Altar is Mr. W. A. Forsyth, F.R.I.B.A. 
(W. A. Forsyth and Partners). The four angels 
were carved by Mr. A. W. Banks, of Messrs. E. J. 
and A. T. Bradford, Ltd., who also made the pTe- 
paratory mcedels. 
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R.A. bauwwion, 1947. ; Drawn by Julian Leathart. 


WAR MEMORIAL SCIENCE BLOCK, KiNG’s COLLEGE, TAUNTON. JULIAN LEATHART, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


.a. sauluition, 1947. Drawn by Frank Booth, 
INFANTS’ SCHOOL, H. HUBERT BENNETT, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


R.A. Exhibition, 1947. — Drawn by KE. J. Thring. 
SECONDARY MODERN SCHOOL, BRAMCOTE HILLS, BEESTON. 
EVAN W. ROBERTS, F.R.I.B.A., NOTTS COUNTY ARCHITECT. 
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BUILDING 
EXHIBITION 


OLYMPIA NOV. 19—DEC. 4 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
BUILDING TRADES EMPLOYERS & 
THE LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 


take pleasure in announcing that they will be 
represented at the Building Exhibition at 
Olympia from November 19th to December 4th. 
During that time they will be “At Home’ to all 
builders whether members or not. A specially 
warm welcome is extended to members of other 
Regions of the National Federation coming 
to Olympia for the first time for ten years, 











All enquiries to the Secretary 


LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION 
47, Bedford Square London, W.C.1 


This announcemen t from last week’s BUILDER is repeated this week. thanks to the generosity of Messrs. Mullen & Lumsden 
in placing this page, reserved for one of their famous “At No. 41” advertisements, at the disposal of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers and London Master Builders’ Association, of which they have been members since 1920. 


Their generous action is warmly acknowledged by both bodiés. 
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ARCHITECTS’ SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
MR. COLIN PENN’S PAPER TO THE R.I.B.A. 


A COMPREHENSIVE survey of the sources 
of information available to architects was 
given by Mr. Coxin Penn, A.R.I1.B.A., in 
the course of an Architectural Science 
Board Lecture at the Royal Institute of 
British Architects on October 14. Mr. R. N. 
Wakelin, A.R.I.B.A., was in the chair. 

We take the following extracts from the 
speaker’s remarks :— 

This lecture is going to be limited to 
the consideration of sources of strictly 
technical information. In uther words, I 
am going to omit all consideration of Acts 
of Parliament and the various Regulations 
and Orders that govern us and about 
which there can be few ~ more ignorant 
than I. 

Allied with the problem of securing 
technical information, there is another one : 
how to keep it when you have it. What 
sort of system are we to use to enable us 
to turn up those facts once known and now 
forgotten, or to trace that dimly remem- 
bered advertising leaflet? There are 
almost as many ideas about this as there 
are architects’ offices, and I cannot promise 
any solution, but the problem is very 
clearly affected by the form in which the 
information is presented to us, so I shall 
have occasion to refer to it from time to 
time. 

The technical Press is one of the essen- 
tials for a living architectural profession (I 
am not sure that we have all the others). 
Nothing can take the place of the technical 
Press in giving us details of current archi- 
tecture, events and publications. To read 
one of the architectural papers is the very 
least we can do to keep abreast of things 
and I suppose that there are few architects 
who do not do it. I, personally, find that 
book reviews and abstracts are one of the 
most useful features, and the increased 
space that has been given to them in re- 
cent years shows, I think, that both the 
Press and its readers reaiise this. In these 
days of paper shortage you have to make 
up your mind pretty quickly if you want a 
book, and a good review is almost the only 
thing that can help you. I know some 
reviews do not tell you much except the 
state of mind of the reviewer; then you 
must look elsewhere. : 


The Critical Faculty. 

In my* opinion the main defect of the 
technical Press is its lack of the critical 
faculty. I do not mean that it accepts 
the advertisements of inferior products, but 
that there is not enough writing about 
building methods and materials, We may 
feel that we can perfectly well make up our 
own minds about the qualities of a new 
building, but it would, nevertheless, be in- 
teresting to know the opinion of a critic 
we respect—or even of one we do not re- 
spect. We feel this even more in the field 
of planning because there can be very few 
who can form a confident opinion of the 
merits of a new town plan from the illus- 
tration in the architectural Press—he will 
probably have to be pretty keen-sighted 
to read the plans at all. And my com- 
plaint is that rarely will the accompanying 
text be any help to him. 

I should like, too, to see more discussion 
among architects in the papers, and, 
finally, I should like to point out the in- 
terest that is often to be obtained from 
non-architectural journals—those of the 
surveying and engineering professions, for 
instance. 

Many architects cut up their journals 
after they have read them and file the cut- 
tings for reference. The cutting, however, 
is a tedious process and must be done by 
a responsible person, while I have found 


that to do it properly one really needs two 
copies of each journal so that both sides 
of a page can be filed separately if neces- 
sary. I have now come to the conclusion 
that the best course is to save all the 
journals and at the end of the year have 
them bound—less the advertisements. This 
is cheap, saves a great deal of trouble, and 
information cannot get lost. A slightly 
cheaper way would be to keep them in box 
files, but with the present price of box files 
it wouldn’t be much cheaper. 

There can be few branches of architec- 
ture and building that have not their ap- 
propriate textbooks. I think structural 
engineering is perhaps the side that is best 
served ; there are a number of excellent ele- 
mentary books suited to the comprehension 
of architects. The side worst served, as I 
think most will agree, is ordinary building 
construction. Most books on this subject 
have excellent material in them, but they 
have also a great deal of old-fashioned de- 
tail. To some extent this is in the nature 
of things and the ideal building construc- 
tion book, that would contain the solution 
to all our problems, is an impossibility. 

Among the available textbooks there is 
very great variation of quality. It is fairly 
easy to play safe by sticking to authors 
you know or the established and well- 
known publishers, but there is certainly 
room for some of the newer ones, who are 
more likely to search for new ideas and 
new writers. I can think of several archi- 
tects who could write ideal textbooks—but 
of course, they are busy doing other 
things. 

The R.I.B.A. -Professional Text and 
Reference Books Committee is doing an 
important job here, in advising writers and 
publishers on the needs of the profession. 
There are a number of gaps to be filled. 
One of the gaps is, I think, in connection 
with materials, and here the various asso- 
ciations, development associations, research 
associations, can play a part. Most of them 
were unable to undertake much work dur- 
ing the war, but they are now becoming 
active again, and any architect who wants 
information about a specific material would 
be well advised to get in touch with the 
appropriate development association if 
there is one. 

The speaker, after referring to the work 
and activities of the various trade develop- 
ment associations and organisations, went 
on :— 

These bodies are naturally concerned 
mainly with their own particular material 
and the architect must often make a choice 
between several. One certainly cannot 
blame anyone for pushing his own product 
and all we, as architects, ask,’ really, is 
that we shall be given scientifically ascer- 
tained facts in a clear form. 


Independence Required. 

It is clear that the all-round view re- 
quires complete independence, and I think 
we are most likely to get it from the 
Building Research Station, which is cer- 
tainly the most technical organisation and 
perhaps the most important force for pro- 
gress in the building industry. We can 
look to the Station for help on all problems 


connected with structure and materials 
and on many of the problems of 
planning, too. Inquiries by letter or 


telephone are answered—though one some- 
times feels that the advice is a little 
cautious. The Station will at times make 
special investigations if they seem worth 
while to their work as a whole, and they 
may send an officer down to study a prob- 
lem on the site. 

Most architects, however, will know the 
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Station through its publications. It is a 
pity that a number of them are out-of-print 
at present. 

On the other hand, the series of ‘‘ Ques- 
tions and Answers,’’ which used to be pub- 
lished in the technical Press, is to be re- 
sumed. The Building Science Abstracts, 
which are still published, cover too wide a 
field, in my opinion, for most architects. 
Anyone who wants to keep in touch with 
what the Station is doing should get the 
annual reports, which are always interest- 
ing reading. 

The Forest Products Research Labora.- 
tory has a number of extremely useful pub- 
lications, the titles of which are obtainable 
from the Laboratory. But probably the 
service which is of most use to architects 
is the analysis of samples of decayed 
timber. J have used this many times—you 
send the sample and you get more or less 
by return post information as to the type 
of decay. 

The Ministries. 

In considering the various Ministries, I 
shall deal only with their publications. It 
is possible to get information from them 
by telephone or letter, but one would hesi- 
tate to recommend it. 

First place must go to the Ministry of 
Works because, in spite of all its faults, it 
has done a great deal for.us and for build- 
ing. An effort has.been made to treat 
building technique in a rational way, and 
the Post-War- Building Studies are cer- 
tainly the first such enterprise that has 
been attempted in this country, and I 
doubt whether it has been done in any 
other. They assemble the opinion of some 
of the foremost experts in those branches 
of building which are of greatest import- 
ance for us now. Some of their recom- 
mendations have even been acted on, with 
very beneficial results. 

There is also a number of publications of 
the Ministry of Works on organisational 
aspects of the building industry. _ 

All the publications of the Ministry of 
Works are listed in Sectional List No. 30. 

The Housing Manual is another official 
publication which one cannot afford to be 
without. It is unfortunate that the plans 
in it are now out of date. : 

Ministry of Health publications—like 
the Dudley Report, which is the best and 
most readable—are valuable not so much 
as sources of technical information, but 
in giving the background of the housing 
problem. Ina somewhat similar category 
are the Ministry of Health circulars to 
local authorities. It is impossible to read 
them all, but it is worth watching the 
technical Press for details of them. 

The next of my sections is on the British 
Standards Institution. Not many archi- 
tects will aspire to possess a complete set 
of the Standards relating to building, but 
it really is not necessary while we have 
B.S. Handbook No. 3 and its Supplement. 
These give condensed versions of all the 
building standards, in many instances with 
illustrations, and I have always ‘found 
them perfectly adequate. Then there is 
the Code of Functional Requirements of 
Buildings, which is not yet in its final 
form. It is published as a series of separ- 
ate chapters and some of them contain 
valuable information. ; 

Next we come ‘to our own Institute. 
What sort of service can the R.I.B.A. give 
to those of its members in search of in- 
formation? In the main, the day-to-day 
service is given through the library, and I 
understand that the scope of the inquiries 
it receives is very wide. It is rather hard 
to draw the line between what it is legiti- 
mate to ask of the library and what it is 
not, The most narrow view would restrict 
the service to answering inquiries about 
publications; but in practice the library 
attempts—though perhaps rather reluc- 
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tantly—to answer an enormous range of 
ponece on any subjects related, even 
istantly, to the practice or history of 
building. 

The exhibitions held at the R.I.B.A. are, 
of course, the best means of keeping 
abreast of what is happening abroad. I 
have heard it suggested that we should 
have more shows of English work, but, in 
fact, the technical Press gives us that. 
fairly well, and I think most people will 
agree that one can learn more from seeing 
what has been done elsewhere. 

Another important source of information 
is the Building Centre, though to me it 
seems less useful than it used to be. I 
wish one could get advice from them on 
the relative merits of different materials, or 
of the different makers of the same 
material. 

I do not know how much architects visit 
the Housing Centre, but everyone ought to 
know that it has a neater 4 with an an- 
equalled selection of books on housing and 
planning. 

Now if we try to draw the threads to- 
gether we shall oo feel that we have 
a pretty tangled skein in our hands, Is 
it really possible to organise oneself so that 
all the information is at once accessible, 
so that we know where to look, and so 
that, without too great expenditure of 
time, we keep it up to date? As things are 
at present. I doubt it. 

One of the most difficult problems, of 
course, is the means of filing and indexing 
information. At our office we have a 
system by which we put leaflets into box 
files, labelled with such titles as: Doors, 
Partitions, Heating, Paint. One difficulty 
is that one cannot avoid a certain amount 
of overlapping. Another is that the files 
eventually become overfull. One should 
really keep throwing out out-of-date 
leaflets, but the task is such that the 
spirit quails before it. The same difficul- 
ties apply to the filing of cuttings from 
journals. 

I came across an interesting idea the 
other day in a new French publication 
called Vonstruire la France—issued by the 
Union of Engineers, Architects and Build- 
ing Technicians, This is a periodical, and 
each page is numbered consecutively in the 
ordinary way, but each has also another 
number according to the subject of which 
it treats. The first digit denotes the main 
subdivision—for instance, economics, 
materials, reconstruction, or bibliography 
—and other digits indicate various sub- 
divisions like the system of decimal classi- 
fication in a library. The pages are easily 
detached and are ready punched for filing, 
so that successive issues will gradually 
build up into volumes which should make 
for very easy reference. This does not 
solve all the problems, but it seems to me 
an idea well worth trying. 


Discussion. 

Mr. Guy Norra said he felt that it 
would be extremely useful if the architect 
were always presented at the beginning 
of an article, or even of a book, with a pré- 
cis of the subject—not a mere contents list 
but a really skilled précis. 
would be very useful for quick reference. 


Mr. Corin PENN said : In most Govern- 


ment reports something of that kind was 
done, in that there was a summary of re- 
commendations at the end. It was some- 
thing which writers of books might. well 
bear in mind. 

Mr. Denzit B. Nretp endorsed what the 
lecturer had said regarding textbooks. 
Those who were concerned with teaching 
realised the enormous deficiency which ex- 
isted at present. How it could be remedied 
he did not know; apparently it took several 
years to write a good textbook. It could 
not be done by getting different people to 
write different chapters dealing with 


Such a précis _ 
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various trades or sections, because they 
were never properly co-ordinated, and the 
result was a book which was a series of 
“* chunks,’’ sometimes very unsound and 
unreliable. 

Mr. A. J. Newton said he had been 
very glad to hear that there was a plan on 
foot to standardise the size of catalogues, 
because one of the architect’s difficulties 
was to have some ready means of reference 
to new materials and processes, and in the 
absence of this they tended not to use the 
new materials which were available, but to 
continue to employ those traditional forms 
of material with which they had grown up 
and in which they had been educated at 
their architectural schools. If such a 
standardisation as had been suggested could 
be carried out, it should go + Tome way to- 
wards promoting the effective use of the 
many modern materials available. The 
same remarks applied to methods of con- 
struction also, 

Mr. B. Acarpv Evans _ (Librarian, 
Ministry of Works), speaking as a visitor, 
said that Mr. Penn had not mentioned the 
Ministry of Works Library, which was 
comparatively new in comparison with the 
well-established library of the Royal In- 
stitute. They had, however, a library at 
the Ministry of Works at Lambeth Bridge 
House, and any architects who cared to 
make use of their records could do so 
quite freely. 

Mr. F. M. Jones said that since coming 
back to England he had been astonished, 
in looking at local libraries in different 
parts of the country, by the very low 
standard of the technical works on building 
and allied industries found in them. He 
wondered whether there was any sort of 
organisation or method in the country by 
which local librarians could receive advice 
on the type of work which was really re- 
quired for the different scientific and pro- 
fessional interests. So far as the building 
industry was concerned, if one went into 
a reference library one would find quite a 
large number of works, but either they 
were too abstruse for an architect to get 
from them quickly the information which 
he required or they were very out of date. 

Mr. G. P. Oppre suggested that one of 
the reasons why sources of technical infor- 
mation available to architects fell so far 
short of what was desirable both in 
accuracy and in the actual material pre- 
sented was that architects themselves did 
not demand a sufficiently high standard of 
accuracy or a sufficiently scientific method 
of presentation. 

Mr. Vivian Levert said that there was 
one rather small but very fundamental 
question which had interested him for the 
past few years, the question of the classi- 
fication and indexing of information. 
During the past few years he had been 
very interested in the Universal Decimal 
Classification’ system, and it seerned to him 
that in that system there was already a 
very complete and really universal system 
which would help architects to keep in 
order the colossal amount of paper which 
they collected. 

BOOKS RECEIVED 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of intcrest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefiy 
as possible.j 


The Depressed Profession of Architecture. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—Yet another letter has appeared on 
this subject in your issue for October 17. 
It has not been my experience that private 
architects will not take architects who have 
been with Government or local authori- 
ties; they would only be too glad to get 
them. To-day local authorities have set 
up their own architect’s department, and 
carry out a great variety of work. These 
buildings are often of a very high order 
of design. Private firms working for profit 


alone do not, or cannot, do this. Instead, 
they ‘beat down salaries, and _fre- 
quently expect overtime for nothing. 


When private firms begin to pay a living 
wage (some do, but not many) there will 
be some hope for the future, but in the 
meantime public authorities will continue 
to get the best men. 
J. E, Rump. 
Weybourne, Farnham. 


Housing: British and American. 
To rue Epitor or The Builder. 

Smr,—I have seldom come _ across 
opinions, apparently sincerely expressed, 
that have been more conflicting than those 
in your reports of talks by Mr. Frank 
Cortright (September 12) and Mr. Clive 
Pascall- (October 3), in which British and 
American housing were compared. To 
take just two examples :— 

Mr. Corrricut (speaking of prefabri- 
cated dwellings) said he was appalled at 
the cost . the materials were of an 
inferior quality . . . the equipment was 
decidedly poor, and the whole dwelling 
would be half that price in America. ‘‘ In 
America, for $8,000, we are building per- 
manent: houses on freehold plots . : 
4 to the acre. All the fittings and acces- 


sories . . . are of the most modern and 
up-to-date design. There is just no com- 
parison.”’ 


Mr. Pascatt : There were 850 ft. super 
“© G.I.’ houses which were of a compara- 
tively high standard, with a central heat- 
ing plant and standing on an eighth of 
an acre. These cost $12,000 each... 
the economic limit of the average G.I. 
was around $7,000 . . . the answer was 
no G.I. housing. The same thing was 
happening in regard to general private 
houses. Building simply stopped because 
the money ran out. 

Mr. Corrricut: In America private 
enterprise builders were putting up per- 
manent houses of a high standard at a 
record rate. 

Mp. Pascatt . . . was of the opinion that 
the American building industry was in 
absolute chaos. 

I feel that Mr. Vishinsky has somehow 
become involved in the argument! 

J. M. JENNINGS. 

White Friars, Moor-lane, Chessington. 


“Reilly” Scholarship and Medal Fund. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 

Smr,—Although Sir Charles Reilly’s 
services to architecture generally and to 
architectural education in particular have 
been officially recognised by the confer- 
ment of a knighthood and by the award 
of the R.I.B.A. Gold Medal, we believe 
that many architects, and especially those 
who are old students of the Liverpool 
School of Architecture, will wish to sup- 
port a project intended further to honour 
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him in a manner we are confident would 
give him the greatest pleasure. 

It is now proposed that a Scholarship 
and Medal to bear his name should be 
established in the Liverpool School of 
Architecture, and that» these should be 
awarded annually for the best solution of 
a design problem to be set and judged in 
the School, the object of'the award so 
made being to enable the student who 
receives it to advance his or her architec- 
tural studies. A subscription list has been 
opened, and it is hoped that all former 
students of the School who were warmed 
by the blaze of Sir Charles Reilly’s enthu- 
siasm and who count amongst their 
happiest days those which they spent 
working under his direction, will be 
anxious to assist in founding this Scholar- 
ship and Medal. It is also hoped that 
this appeal may be widely and generously 
supported by other members of the archi- 
tectural profession. 

The following are members of the Com- 
mittee sponsoring this appeal : Lionel B. 
Budden, William Crabtree, A. G. 
Sheppard Fidler, John H. Forshaw, 
Philip G. Freeman, E. Maxwell Fry, 
W. G. Holford, John Hughes, Gordon 
Stephenson, and Denis Winston. 

Subscriptions should be sent to the Hon. 
Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. A. G. 
Sheppard Fidler, c/o Barclays Bank. Ltd., 
170, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C.3. 
Cheques should be crossed ‘Reilly 
Scholarship and Medal Fund.” 

N. J. Astan, 
Chairman. 


Ballast: Is there a Racket? 
To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 

Srr,—I feel it incumbent upon me to 
reply on behalf of this Association to the 
letter published in your issue for Septem- 
ber 19, and signed ‘‘ Private Enterprise 
Builders.”’ 

Less inquisitive persons than myself 
might very well wonder why the letter 
should appear under a pseudonym,* but 
the matter is of little consequence, since 
the identity of your correspondent is well 
known. 

An executive committee, consisting of 
members of the London area of this 
Association, in conjunction with members 


of the Sand and Ballast Merchants’ 
Alliance, Ltd., is responsible for the 
scheme known as the London Area 


Approved Merchanting Scheme, of which 
I am secretary, the policy of which is 
directed by the. Executive Committee. 
The purpose of the scheme is to co-ordinate 
the work of producers and merchants of 
sand, ballast and concrete aggregates, etc., 
within the London area, and the scheme 
has its own rules, which have to be 
observed by all signatories. Rule 19, which 
is quoted below, deals with the very 
practice mentioned, and I wish to make it 
quite clear that we do not condone the 
purchase of shingle and sand as ballast : 

“The purchase of, say, 4 yds. of §-in. or 3-in. 
shingle and 2 yds. of sand for sale as 6 yds. 
of 8-in. or 3-in. ballast. will be considered a 
breach of the scheme.” 

This applies equally to producers and 
merchants who draw from the pits. 

Certain producers have no facilities for 
mixing, and it would seem that they are 
loading in this way owing to-the fact that 
builders consistently order ballast, but this 
method of loading is not common to all 
producers, and the problem only arises 





“The Secretary of the B.S.A.T.A. (London 
area) has clearly not seen the further letter 
by “ Private Enterprise Builders” in our last 
issue (October 17), in which the writer discloses 
his identity and gives his reasons for his earlier 
anonymity.—Eb. 
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where producers have no facilities for 
mixing. 

In districts which are served by pits 
some of which have mixing facilities, an 
increased price is charged which allows for 
the cost of mixing, including the inevitable 
loss of material through consolidation in 
the process. 

The solution is one which I hesitate to 
suggest to anyone who purports to be a 
builder, namely, that when builders or 
merchants are dealing with a producer who 
has no facilities for mixing, the shingle 
and sand should be purchased separately 
and mixed as required on the job. 

In reply to the last paragraph of the 
letter, it will probably assist your corre- 
spondent if I explain that the delivered 
prices laid down are evolved from 
a combination of pit head prices 
agreed by the Ministry of Works 
and haulage rates laid down by the Road 
Haulage Association and approved by the 
Ministry of Transport, based on the sys- 
tem of pit focal points, this latter merely 
being an —- adjuster of the various 
sources of supply for the material. Thus, 
it will be seen that prices quoted in our 
schedule are, by the very nature of their 
make-up, controlled within narrow limits. 

Rk. G. Merepiru, 
Secretary, 
Ballast, Sand and Allied Trades 
Association (London Area). 
4, Bute-street, S.W.7. 


To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—I have read the recent letters on 
this subject, and for what it is worth I 
give below an experience I had in con- 
nection with the matter. 

‘** All-in’’ ballast was invoiced to the 
contractor, the deliveries being three yards 
of washed ballast with two yards of washed 
sand on top. The question of a “‘ racket ”’ 
was raised. The contractor was being paid 
for concrete (1:3 :6) mix. In effect. this 
required a mixture of three yards of 
washed sand to six yards of aggregate. 

I found that in lieu of having the sand 
and aggregate delivered in separate lorries, 
the contractor’s agent, who was in charge 
of the works, had instructed the ballast 
merchant to send mixed loads of sand and 
aggregate, for his own convenience. The 
loads were mixed on the site before going 
into the concrete mixer. 

The contractor was paying the ballast 
merchant for what he was receiving, i.e., 
graded sand and graded aggregate. There 
was no “ racket ’’ here; in fact the builder 
was giving away half a yard of sand per 
load. I would have been satisfied with 
14 yards sand to three yards of aggregate. 

“As raised’’ ballast is different. Con- 
crete made with ‘as raised” ballast is 
cheaper than concrete made with separately 
graded sand and aggregate. The reason 
the quantity surveyor has to delve into 
such matters is to adjust fluctuations in 
market prices. 

From the measured account one knows 
in theory what should be done. From the 
merchant’s invoices one sees what has been 
done. 

Jocetyn R. Dovetas, A.1.A.S., 
Quantity Surveyor. 
Whitstable, Kent. 


Technical Journals for the Forces. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 
Sir,—Through the kindness of the pro- 
fession we have for many years been able 
to supply members of this Association who 
are in H.M. Forces with parcels of recent 
technical journals, but we are finding that 
supplies of these are not now keeping up 
with the demand. We still have a number 
of architect, surveying and engineering 
members serving overseas who are very 
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anxious to keep in touch with current 
trends in the building industry. May we 
appeal to your readers to let us have their 
technical journals as they finish with 
them, as they will be very gratefully 
received abroad. 

Journals more than six months old are 
not of much use, but we would be glad 
to refund postage on recent issues. They 
should be forwarded to: Association of 
Building Technicians, 5, Ashley-place, 
8.W.1. E. V. Penn, 

General Secretary, A.B.T. 


Reconditioning Country Cottages. 
To THe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—Mr. Fred _ Rollinson, national 
officer for the National Union of Agricul- 
tural Workers, said in London when the 
Minister of Health launched the campaign 
for 20,000 Airey concrete prefab. cottages, 
that rebuilding old country cottages was 
‘*a waste of public money.’”’ Mr. Rollin- 
son must have been talking for effect, and 
not from a practical point of view. 

Thousands of old timber-framed farm- 
houses and cottages need very little money 
to put them into good order. I own a 
large 500-year-old house, built of oak and 
lath and plaster. It is as sound to-day as 
when built. Yet, a few years ago, the 
timbers were riddled with worm, and parts 
of beams and rafters fell away in dust. 
These timbers were treated with an insecti- 
cide formula evolved in 1923 by the late 
Professor H. Maxwell Lefroy, for treating 
the timbers of Westminster Hall against 
the death watch beetle, and since per- 
fected by Dr. N. E. Hickin, F.R.E.8, To- 
day the beetle is non-existent and the hard 
core of the timbers has been hardened to 
the consistency of iron. 

Other timber-framed houses could be 
treated thus and saved at a cost of a few 

ounds, Timber is the mainstay of such 
faa Preserve it and the houses will 
outlast a hundred modern gimcrack struc- 
tures—at a tenth of the cost, Such old 
houses are warm in winter and cool in 
summer. They provide perfect insulation 
against heat and cold, and if the plaster is 
properly looked after they are never damp. 

oo many political propagandists have 
made too much capital out of the condition 
of old farmhouses and cottages. The fact 
remains that they bred, for centuries, the 
healthiest people in the land. They 
should be saved. 

Incidentally, 62 per cent. of al? rural 
dwellings are to-day electrified. So why 
not make the best of our old houses rather 
than flood the countryside with standard- 
ised concrete prefabs. which will cost 
immense sums for little practical or 
esthetic good? 

Epping, Essex. J. WentwortH Day. 

An Exhibition for Women. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sir,—I have only just seen your article 
in The Builder dated September - 26. 
‘Women will turn with relief and joy. 
...” I paid my 1s. and went to this ex- 
hibition. My hopes were high; from the 
attractive hoarding outside I thought ‘‘ At 
last—something gay, something different.’’ 
Inside, my disappointment was acute—the 
same dreary avenues with displays of 
badly made, crumpled dresses and coats, 
the same modern kitchen that I have seen 
upon so many occasions, the same dreary 
sportswear—all so ‘dull and unimaginative— 
all so dowdy and very, very austere; I 
listened to a lecture : ‘‘ How to Save Elec- 
tricity,’ delivered by a badly spoken 
housewife, and another on ‘‘ How to Save 
Money by. Making One’s Own Slippers and 
Lamp Shades.”” Need I say more? Come 
on, England, give the women something 
really gay, really new. 


Pall Mall. JANE. 
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PORTSMOUTH 


RECONSTRUCTION PLANS 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
ACT INQUIRY 

Wir reference to Portsmouth’s recon- 
struction plans, Mr. F. W. Pratt, B.Sc., 
F.R.1LC.8S., M.T.P.1, the City Planning 
Officer, submits the following report :— 

The City of Portsmouth has made appli- 
cation to the Minister of Town and Country 
Planning for a Declaratory Order under 
Section 1 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1944, in regard to some 
506 acres of land in the extensively war- 
damaged parts of the city. 

Within this area two of the city’s main 
shopping centres, serving a wide region of 
Hampshire, were almost completely devas- 
tated by enemy action in 1941, and the 
need for the rehabilitation of the business 
premises destroyed has become a matter of 
great urgency, both from the point of view 
of the continuing lack of iene facilities 
-and the need to restore the rate income of 
the city. 

It was considered that Section 2 (2) of 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 1944, 
could be applied to some portions of each 
of the extensively damaged shopping. areas 
as they were practically cleared of build- 


ings. 

Plans for the comprehensive redevelop- 
ment of the war-damaged areas, in accord- 
ance with an outline development plan for 
the whole city, have been prepared by the 
‘City Planning Officer. 

he co-operation of the traders involved 
-was obtained in respect of the proposed 
layouts, with very few dissidents, and 
negotiations in regard to future site allo- 
-cations have been pursued and tentative 
agreement reached in many cases. 

On September 23 a public inquiry was 
held at Portsmouth by Mr. A. G. Warren, 
A.R.I.B.A., Inspector of the Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning, into the 
Corporation’s application for the confirma- 
tion of Compulsory Purchase Orders under 
Section 2 (2) of the Act of 1944, in respect 
of the cleared sites in the main shopping 
— at Commercial-road and Palmerston- 
road, 

The Corporation’s case for the immediate 
acquisition of the areas in question was 
submitted by the Town Clerk, Mr. V. 
Blanchard, LL.M. 

In opening the case for the Corporation, 
Mr. Blanchard stated that the two areas 
concerned had a total area of 13.03 acres 
and were at present in some 144 separate 
ownerships. War damage had been so 
extensive in these areas that the total rate- 
cable value of the areas, which pre-damage 
was £40,821, was now reduced to £1,546. 

In view of the war damage which had 
‘occurred in the city, special Government 
assistance had been granted to the Council, 
and the last grant made expired in March, 
1948, after which the Council had been 
told that the city must be self-supporting 
‘in so far as those special grants were con- 
cerned. He pointed out that the only way 
in which the city could become self- 
‘supporting was by the restoration of the 
‘damaged areas, and in particular the com- 
mercial areas. 

Since there was no difference of opinion 
as to the future character of these two 
areas, the Council had decided to take 
-advantage of the power given by Section 2 
(2) of the Act to enable the reconstruction 
-of these areas to proceed without delay. 

Only eight firms objected in regara to 
‘the Commercial-road area, and three in 
‘respect of the Palmerston-road area. 

Reference was made repeatedly by the 
‘objectors to the delays and uncertainty 
which were imported into negotiations as 
‘@ result of the provisions of Section 19 (6). 
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It was contended on their behalf that, 
although mutually satisfactory arrange- 
ments had been reached with the City 
Planning Officer, the traders were unable 
to proceed with confidence in the prepara- 
tion of their building plans owing to the 
absence of detailed information as to the 
terms upon which the sites would be leased, 


Addressing the Inspector on behalf of 
the objectors, Mr. Michael Rowe, K.C., 
stated: ‘‘I therefore do ask you, sir, 
when you are making your report, to say 
with all earnestness that the moment the 
Minister does give us a lead, in this city 
at least, the owners and the local authority 
can get together and hammer something 
out, and that quickly, but that so long 
as this uncertainty persists it is hopeless 
to attempt to get any final settlement, and 
it is idle for anybody to expect that build- 
ings will go up from the ashes, because you 
cannot, as business people, proceed to 
work upon the assumption that at some 
time or other a satisfactory settlement will 
emerge.” 

The Corporation agreed that, subject to 
the approval by the Minister, the lease- 
holds in suitable cases should be for not 
less than 99 years, and one objection was 
withdrawn on that understanding. 

The Corporation have decided that if the 
Compulsory Purchase Order is approved, 
they will themselves endeavour to proceed 
with the erection of a block of 18 shops, 
with showrooms and maisonettes over, ip 
part of the Palmerston-road area. Until 
such time as the permanent redevelopment 
of the area is completed, the majority of 
these shops will be used temporarily by 
traders who must be displaced in advance 
of the availability of alternative permanent 
sites. 

It is anticipated that an inquiry on the 
Corporation’s application for the issue of 
a Declaratory Order under Section 1 of the 
1944 Act will commence on November 18. 


HOUSING IN RURAL AREAS 


CONTINUITY OF PATTERN IN 
PLANNING 


SPEAKING at a meeting of the Housing 
Centre on October 7 on the subject of 
‘** Problems of Rural Housing in Central 
Essex,’? Mr. Srantey Brace, A.R.1.B.A., 
A.I.Hsg., said the selection and planning 
of sites for houses in rural areas should 
be carried out with great care and fore- 
thought. This was of the utmost im- 
portance not only for the speedy and 
efficient erection of housing accommodation 
but also for the part it can play in the 
future development of the village. 

The speaker continued : From site .selec- 
tion, the question of layout and type 
designs must be considered and I person- 
ally feel that the study of the traditional 
layout and design of the villages is neces- 
sary so that this feeling can be introduced 
into the modern appreciation of the prob- 
lem. This will allow for some form of 
continuity of pattern in planning and also 
for continuity in the elevational treat- 
ment. It is difficult, under present-day 
shortages of materials, and strict economic 
control, to achieve this perfectly. Each 
county has its own tradition and charac- 
ter, and yet I feel as I travel around the 
countryside the influence of the set de- 
signs of the Housing Manual will mark 
this era as the beginning of a dogmatic 
architectural style. It therefore calls, 
I suggest, for the employment of properly 
trained architects, either as _ salaried 
officials or as private practitioners, so that 
they can design dwellings and other build- 
ings in accordance with the standards re- 
quired, but also with a modern apprecia- 
tion and yet have a continuity of local 
traditional character. 


October 24 1947 


LA.A.S. DINNER 


PRESENTATION TO MAJOR ATHOE 


Masor G. B. J. Atnor, Secretary of the 
Incorporated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors, and Mrs, Athoe were the 
guests of honour at a dinner given by the 
Association at the Dorchester Hotel on 
October 17. The occasion was in celebra- 
tion of Major Athoe’s completion of 21 
years as the Association’s General 
Secretary. 

Mr. W. Forses Campsett, the Presi- 
dent, was in the chair, and proposing the 
toast of ‘‘ Major and Mrs. Athoe,”’ he re- 
called how, 22 years ago, as first President 
of the Association, he prevailed upon 
Major Athoe to take on the part-time 
secretarial duties. At that time the mem- 
bership was but a tenth of what it was 
to-day. : 

‘‘Therefore,’’ continued the speaker, 
‘* it is with particular pleasure that I come 
back to this office in the Association’s 21st 
and 22nd years and am able to perform so 
pleasurable a task as this presentation to- 
night. George Athoe was himself trained 
as an architect with two of the leading 
architects of the day, and has work to his 
credit not only in this country but also in 
America, South Africa and Panama. His 
work on behalf of the Association has been 

rodigious, and it can truly be said that 
his life has been devoted to his fellows.”’ 

After the President had handed Major 
and Mrs, Athoe a presentation silver tea 
service, Mason ATHOE, in reply, said that 
for years the name of Athoe stood for 
architects and surveyors, but it was now 
time that architects and surveyors stood 
for themselves. ‘‘ To-day,’’ he continued, 
‘‘ we talk a lot about the Government and 
frustration, but I have suffered from frus- 
tration for 21 years, and I haven’t lost 
much weight over it.’ Speaking on the 
subject of Architects’ Registration, he 
said : ‘‘I don’t think that on the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council, with due re- 
spect to my friend, the Chairman, with 
whom I have crossed swords on many 
occasions, that we have the right men 
representing the architectural profession.”’ 

Mrs. ATHoE also suitably responded. 

Submitting ‘‘ The Association,’ Mr. 
Sypney Tatcuert, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., 
Chairman of the Registration Council, 
spoke of the difficulties of the architec- 
tural and surveying professions to-day, and 
said : ‘‘ The path of the architect and sur- 
veyor to-day can be likened to a country- 
side which has been the scene of a paper 
chase organised by the Ministries of 
Works, Health and Labour, using as a 
trail buff, pink, green and blue forms in 
various stages of decomposition. Nor is 
this all,”? he went on. ‘‘ Any one of us 
may find ourselves hauled before a magis- 
trate, or even in the Old Bailey, to face 
a charge of treason, conspiracy or fraud 
which an enterprising officer may devise 
for our discomfort or confusion in order to 
justify his own existence. It becomes 
ever more necessary that such associations 
as your own shssid enasuneas its members 
to do all in their power to maintain the 
high standard and prestige of the profes- 
sion in the eyes of the public.”’ 

Replying, Tae Prestpent said he be- 
lieved that the Association, in its 22nd 
year, was only at the beginning of its 
career. It had more than justified its 
existence, and its destiny. was in the hands 

of men who. never admitted defeat. 
The Asséciation had just completed the 
purchase of a beautiful estate on the out- 
skirts of London, which would be used as 
a cultural and educational centre for the 
allied professions of architecture and sur- 
veying. 

During the evening a silver rose bowl 
was presented to Sir Robert Tasker. 














7, 


yut- 


owl 











October 24 1947 


THE BUILDER 


INCENTIVES IN BUILDING 


PRINCIPLE AGREED BY N.J.C. 


ERMS of _ settlement—covering a 
wages increase of 3d. per hour for 
operatives (with 89 per cent. for labourers) 
and the acceptance of the principle of the 
system of payment by results—were agreed 
on Monday by bodies adherent to the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry. They cover England and Wales 
only. Sutowue is the full text :— 


A. Incentives 

Notwithstanding any existing restric- 
tions (regional, local or sectional), any em- 
ployer may, in respect of work on a par- 
ticular site, job, shop or factory, initiate 
an incentive system of bonus payments 
proportionate to the results achieved in 
performing a definite task, allotted either 
to an individual worker or to a gang of 
workers or to a team comprising all the 
men working on that site, on the basis of 
giving an operative of average ability and 
capacity a reasonable opportunity to 
achieve on such work earnings 20 per cent. 
higher than those yielded by the normal 
prescribed rate. 

Provided always :— 

(1) That a target and the bonus pay- 
ments related to it are fixed beforehand 
on each site, job, shop or factory by the 
employer or his agent, and then agreed 
with the employees concerned, and, unless 
material changes in circumstances occur, 
are not to be altered during the operation 
of the scheme on the particular job. (It 
is recognised that in the case of factories 
such changes in circumstances include 
changes in contracts and changes in 
machines, ) 

(2) That, after the appropriate target 
and bonus payments have been fixed, the 
bonus earnings of the individual operative 
are dependent entirely on the results 
achieved, and thus may prove to be more 
or less than the 20 per cent. level. 

(3) That a record of the essential par- 
ticulars is prepared and lodged by the em- 
ployer with the appropriate N.F.B.T.E. 

Regional Secretary (to be accessible to the 
adherent National Federations on both 
sides). 

(4) That any disputes that may arise 
from the operation of an incentive scheme 
shall be dealt with in accordance with 
the established machinery for dealing with 
disputes in the building industry (Rule 9). 

(5) That in respect of operatives whose 
work is not within a bonus scheme there 
shall be no question of payments above 
the normal hourly rates. 

(6) That the plain-time rates from which 
are calculated payments for overtime 
(National Working Rule 4), night-gangs 
(N.W.R. 5), travelling time NWR 6), 
guarantee payments (N.W.R. 2a) and 
payments under N.W.R. 3, shall not be 
affected by bonus earnings but shall con- 
tinue on the existing basis. 

The National Joint Council is requested 
by its adherent bodies to make appropriate 
enabling provisions in the National Work- 
ing Rules, but, arrangements being —re- 
garded as experimental for a period of 
two years, the Executives will review them 
at the end of that period. 


B. Wages 


On the basis that no further claims arise 
for compensatory payments to operatives 
whose work is not within a bonus scheme, 
a joint submission is made by the adherent 
bodies to the National Joint Council :— 

(1) That the standard rates of wages be 


(2) That the Sliding Scale clause in 
Rule 11(b) (1) shall be retained, subject 
to its being related to the new retail prices 
index which has replaced the old cost-of- 
living index and on the understanding : 

(a) that no change in standard rates 
shall be involved in the change-over to 
the new index; 

(b) that the new Sliding Scale will be 
defined forthwith by agreement between 
the Executives ; 

(c) that the remaining provision in the 
War-Time Agreement of November 22, 
1939, requiring four-monthly reviews, 
shall be terminated ; 

(d) that the first review related to the 
new Index shall be based on the first 
twelve months of its operation (i.e., 
June, 1948), and that thereafter the 
reviews shall be as prescribed by rule. 


C. Stability 


In the interests of maintaining stability 
over a period, the parties agree that the 
present settlement entails that no amend- 
ments directly or indirectly raising wage- 
status or involving adjustment in existing 
financial payments to workmen (including 
regrading applications) shall be initiated 
by the operatives that could take effect 
before February 1, 1949. 


D. Separatist Agreements 


(1) The N.F.B.T.O. undertakes on be- 
half of all its constituent unions that no 
further agreements affecting the wages and 
conditions of building trades operatives 
will be made outside the N.J.C., and that 
no approaches to local authorities for 
special rates and conditions will be author 
ised by the N.F.B.T.O. 

(2) Discussions shall continue with a 
view to terminating the following agree- 
ments at an early date, and confirming 
that the building operatives concerned 
shall be fully within the ambit of the 
N.J.C. and at the building industry rates 
of wages :— 

Tubular Steel Scaffolders Agreement. 

Exhibition Contractors Agreement. 

Roofing Felt Manufacturers Agree- 
ment. 

Asphalters Agreement. 

Demolition Contracting Agreement. 

Terrazzo Mosaic Specialists Agree- 
ment. 

Refractory Users Agreement. 

Engineering Employers Association 

Agreement with C.E.U. 

Chemical Plumbers Agreement. 


(3) The adherent bodies jointly re- 
commend that the N.J.C. set up a 
committee :— 


(a) To consider generally the needs of 
any specialist sections of the building in- 
dustry, and to recommend from time to 
time provisions that could satisfactorily 
be made under N.J.C. to meet these 
needs. 

(b) To consider particularly and re- 
commend how best the agreements in 
para. 2 above can be terminated and any 
special needs of the parties thereto met 
under the N.J. Council. 


E. Factories 


The Factories Joint Committee set up by 
the Executives, having achieved a con- 
siderable measure of agreement, have not 
been able to agree on a proposal that cer- 
tain repetitive and assembly processes in 
factories should, when not carried out by 
craftsmen, carry a differential margin of 


increased by 3d. per hour (with propor- 3d. under the craft rate. 
tionate rates for labourers). 


The employers’ side consider that this 
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issue must be met. They stress also the 
importance of completing special supple- 
tnentary conditions for factory employ- 
ment to be included in the N.J.C. Agree- 
ment. 

In these circumstances the parties to 
this settlement agree that :— 

(1) The adherent bodies recommend to 
the N.J.C. that a committee be set up 
under that Council (a) to complete on the 
lines already discussed by the Factories 
Joint Committee the supplementary con- 
ditions for factory employment, and in 
particular (b) to define the processes ap- 
propriate for the non-craft differential rate. 

(2) Pending a decision by the N.J.C. 
Committee, any issue arising in connection 
with the processes mentioned above, 
whether concerning the type of labour 
employable or concerning the delineation 
of the repetitive and assembly processes 
appropriate to the differential rate, shall be 
regarded as sub judice. 


F. Production 


The bodies adherent to this settlement 
reaffirm their intention to do everything in 
their power, both jointly and severally, to 
secure a high rate of production and to 
remove any obstacles in the way of its 
attainment. » 

They ask the General Purposes Commit- 
tee of the National Joint Production 
Council of the Building Industry to 
arrange for a campaign, in which both 
sides of the industry will jointly co-operate 
in meetings and publicity, for the purpose 
of directing the attention of building em- 
ployers and operatives throughout the 
country to the vital need for greater pro- 
duction in the interests not only of the 
industry but of the nation as a whole. 


The Scheme Explained 


The following explanation of the scheme 
was given by Mr. 3 W. SrepHenson, J.P. 
(acting for Mr. W. H. Forsdike, chairman, 
N.J.C., who is ill), at a Press conference 
on Monday :— 

Briefly (said Mr. Stephenson) the new 
settlement means that, from the first pay 
week after November 16, it will be open 
to employers to introduce payment by 
results, and there will be a general wages 
increase of 3d. per hours for crafts with 
80 per cent. for labourers. During the 
past 18 months the building industry has 
often been criticised in Parliament and in 
the Press because its rules do not provide 
for incentives to workers in the form of 
bonus payments based on results. 

Some critics have assumed that the 
National Joint Council could impose on the 
industry, from above, a simple stereotyped 
system of bonusing. They have over- 
looked the fact that most building work, 
unlike most manufacturing, consists of a 
series of intricate operations which are 
necessarily performed in a_ different 
sequence, craft following craft, as the site 
conditions and design of the particujar job 
require. Many critics also take little 
account of the fact that, even where a 
fair system can be devised for measuring 
work in bulk, it is usually inevitable that 
a substantial proportion of the workers on 
the same site (or in the same employ) have 
to be excluded because their work is not 
capable of direct measurement. 

Employers and workers in the industry 
have known of those difficulties. In addi- 
tion, most of the trade unions, because 
of past experience of abuses, have hitherto 
strongly resisted all ideas of bonusing 
based on output. 

The new settlement represents a joint 
effort to overcome the difficulties, both 
practical and psychological, so that 
systems of monetary incentives shall not 
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lead to abuse or disorganisation, but shall 
have the best possible chance of contri- 
buting to such greater productivity as will 
be likely to lead to lower costs. While 
strengthening the industry’s joint 
machinery and removing both major and 
minor causes of friction or dislocation, the 
settlement opens the way to a greater 
development of responsible teamwork by 
the management and workers on the spot. 
Points to note are :— 

(1) The scheme of incentive payments is 
an experimental one and subject to review 
in two years’ time in the light of the data 
collected and the experience gained, 

(2) There is sufficient flexibility in the 
scheme to allow the circumstances of each 
job to be met by those on the spot, sub- 
ject always to the arrangements being such 
as will give an opportunity to the worker 
of average capacity to earn 20 per cent. 
above his normal rate. 

(3) Once the target and bonus rates are 
fixed by the employer in consultation with 
the workers concerned, they must not be 
altered for the particular job. The actual 
bonus earnings may be either more or 
less than the 20 per cent. level, being 
dependent entirely on the results achieved. 


(4) The. necessary element of control is 
to be provided by records available to the 
National Federations and by the operation 
of the disputes machinery (already highly 
developed in this industry). 

(5) The position of workers who do not 
have the opportunity to earn bonuses is 
inet by a general increase of 3d. per hour 
in the standard craftsman’s rates (with 
proportionate rates for labourers), but no 
other form of compensatory payment is 
recognised. 

(6) The general increase is accompanied 
by an assurance of stability for a period; 
no further alterations of wage status or 
adjustments of payments will take place 
before February 1, 1949. 

(7) In settling these main issues which 
have caused disagreement in the industry 
—and which led the Minister of Labour to 
call the parties together on July 17 last— 
the employers’ organisations and the 
trade unions have taken the opportunity 
to deal also with other outstanding matters 
—particularly the revision of the Sliding 
Scale Clause to fit the new Retail Prices 
Index, and the completion of a Factories 
Agreement to meet the special needs of 
jomery works and similar factories within 
the industry. 

Before reaching the present agreement, 
both sides gave full and serious considera- 
tion to the economic situation, and 
decided that the vital importance of in- 
creased production and lower costs has 
been accentuated by the present crisis, 
and that they can only be secured by the 
linking of output with wages. They con- 
sider, therefore, that the settlement is in 
the best interests of the country as well as 
the industry, and they propose to assist 
the Government in their campaigtt for in- 
creased production by joint effort, which 
will include the holding of meetings of 
employers and operatives to be addressed 
by the leaders of both sides. 


Questions. 

Answering questions, Mr. SrepHENSON 
said that he hoped all employers would co- 
operate in devising schemes on the basis 
of a 44-hour week. It would be open to 
employers to devise and operate any 
scheme or schemes, for it was recognised 
that the types of building jobs varied so 
much as to render an overall scheme diffi- 
cult, if not impossible, to devise. There 
was nothing to prevent an operative earn- 
ing more fen 20 per cent. of his basic 
wage. 
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It will be compulsory in the industry to 
pay the new wage addition, but Mr. 
Stephenson revealed that while acceptance 
did not bind the individual operative to 
engage in a payment-by-results scheme, 
—nor was the employer bound to initiate 
or operate any such scheme—either side 
would be able to apply through his local 
machinery to the National Joint Council 
to secure that a scheme be operated. He 
added that the Amalgamated Society of 
Woodworkers, which voted against the 
scheme, had agreed to be bound by the 
agreement. 

In reply to questions whether the present 
time was ripe for the institution of the 
scheme, in view of the possible contrac- 
tion of the building programme, Mr. 
Stephenson said that, candidly, he con- 
sidered it far from ideal. But he believed 
that before the effects of the contraction 
were felt—which might be next summer— 
the scheme would have proved itself. 


“INCENTIVES ”’ IN 
SCOTLAND 


First builders in Scotland to introduce 
a bonus’ scheme as an “‘incentive’’ for 
their bricklayers, Messrs. Anderson and 
King, Glasgow, are finding that output is 
being doubled. As contractors for 54 
houses on the post-war programme of 
South Queensferry, West Lothian, they are 
giving the scheme a “‘ test’ period before 
extending it to their other bigger housing 
sites in other parts of the country. The 
bonus—it has worked out for the first 
week at, roughly, £1 for each bricklayer— 
is based on time saved on a target. which 
the firm’s surveyor sets for each section of 
a house. 

Here is a comparison drawn by Mr. 
James Hinton, Burgh Surveyor, recently. 
Before the bonus was instituted it took 
two bricklayers, one Government trainee 
and one apprentice five days to build the 
inside walls of a house. Now, with the 
bonus, it takes one bricklayer and one 
apprentice two and a half days to do the 
same work. 


MONEY FOR THE NATION 


“BUILDING INDUSTRY CAN SAVE 
MILLIONS ” 


Tue following statement of housebuilding 
policy has been prepared by Mr. W. 
Keith Martin, J.P., C©.C. (Junior Vice- 
President of Southern Counties Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers), and 
has been circulated for the consideration 
of all concerned with the country’s finan- 
cial and building problems and submitted 
to the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, 

The problem facing the Government and 
the nation is that of balancing the national 
budget. One of the immediate needs is to 
reduce national expenditure; this must 
be done with the minimum disturbance to 
national economy, otherwise serious un- 
employment will be created, which would 
“<= tend to accentuate the crisis. 

he first step should be to stop producing 
aluminium and steel houses and turn the 
factories over to producing goods for ex- 
port. Operatives in these factories are 
accustomed to factory production methods 
and, in consequence, are more useful than 
operatives transferred from other indus- 
tries such as building. Incidentally, tradi- 
tional houses can be produced more 
cheaply than the factory products; they 
are more durable; they are preferred, and 
they can be produced by the men whose 
job it is to provide houses. 

The next thing is to reduce the cost of 
housing to the nation, Traditional 
houses built by Jocal authorities attract 
a subsidy of £22 per annum for 60 years, 
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which equals £1,320 (£16 10s. is paid by 
the Exchequer and £5 10s. by the local 
authority per annum Ny mp. F Agri- 
cultural cottages attract an annual subsidy 
of £28 over a period of 60 years, which 
equals £1,680 (£25 is paid by the Ex- 
chequer, £1 10s. by the county council, and 
£1 10s. by the local housing authority per 
annum respectively). 

The Minister of Health is reported to 
have claimed, at Tredegar, on October 5, 
that 250,000 permanent houses have been 
provided to date, so that these houses will 
cost the nation £330,000,000 (£1,320 x 
250,000). If the 5,000,000 houses, as pro- 
mised at the General Election in 1945, are 
erected on the same basis, the cost to the 
nation would be £6,600,000,000 (£1,320 x 
5,000,000)—and this represents the cost 
of only one of the many schemes essential 
to the well-being of the nation. 

In the inter-war period (1919-1939) the 
building industry erected 3,000,000 houses 
to let and for sale without any State 
assistance. Let the building industry re- 
peat this performance and the nation will 
save £3,960,000,000 (£1,320 x 3,000,000). 
Twenty-five per cent. of this saving would 
be reflected in reductions of local rates 
and would do much to check the upward 
trend which is beginning to prove a 
burden in every locality. During the 
financial depression of 1929-1932 it was 
the building industry which helped the 
nation out of the doldrums, and it could 
do the same again, if it was only allowed 
to do so. 

Now let us look at the housing condi- 
tions as we find them two years after the 
cessation of hostilities. On the one hand 
we have a high percentage of the total 
number of inhabitable dwellings controlled 
at pre-war rents by the Rent Restrictions 
Acts. Dwelling accommodation outside 
the scope of the Rent Restrictions Acts 
commands high rents because of the short- 
age of accommodation. The shortage of 
housing accommodation has also caused 
the price of houses for sale to become un- 
duly inflated, with the result that semi 
detached 3-bedroom houses are realising 
from £2,500 -to £3,500 against their pre- 
war cost of £800 to £1,100. 

At the present-day cost of building, 
similar houses could be built to sell at 
£1,500 to £2,000, and, if such building was 
permitted, it would have the effect of 
saving house-purchagers from £1,000 to 
£2,000 on every house and would provide 
the most effective means of reducing the 
present abnormal prices of houses to a 
reasonable basis. 

There are thousands upon thousands of 
persons in the higher income groups who 
could afford to buy their own houses with 
the assistance of building societies, which 
concerns have millions of pounds sterling 
waiting to be loaned to house-~purchasers. 
These potential house-purchasers, being 
unable to buy their own houses, are being 
forced to compete with the lower income 
groups for housing accommodation subsi- 
dised by the taxpayers and ratepayers. 

Is it prudent finance for the nation to 
provide houses for those persons who are 
able and willing to make provision for 
themselves? This is not a political ques- 
tion, but one of common sense; further- 
more it is not fair that the lower income 
groups should have to accept this unneces- 
sary competition for housing accommoda- 
tion 
In my opinion, it is the duty of the State 
to provide. housing accommodation only 
for the families which cannot provide it 
for themselves, in accordance with the 
time-honoured custom. 

Hundreds of properties, enjoying the 
protection of the Rent Restrictions, Acts, 
are occupied by members of the higher 
income group because they have no alter- 
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native accommodation. If houses were 
erected for sale, people who could afford 
to buy them would move out of the pro- 
tected accommodation and make it avail- 
able for members of the lower income 
groups for which the protective legislation 
was framed. It follows, therefore, that 
the housing of the lower income groups 
coulg be more quickly achieved by allow- 
ing house building for sale to  pro- 
ceed side by side with local authority 
houses, as it did in the inter-war years, 
when the private builders erected 3,000,000 
houses at no cost to the State. 

The Government has ample power under 
Town Planning, and the local authorities 
ample powers under by-laws, to control 
all private building and development in 
the public interest, so that there can be 
no objection to private development on 
this score. 

What has been happening to date is that 
local authorities, with inadequate staffs, 
have been saddled with the burden of 
building houses that they would normally 
build and, in addition, the houses which 
would have been built by private enter- 


prise. 
GOVERNMENT HOUSING 


POLICY 


METROPOLITAN BOROUGHS ASK FOR 
STATEMENT 


UnperR the sub-heading of ‘‘ Housing : 
Policy of H.M. Government,’’ the follow- 
ing note appears in the report of the 
Housing and Town Planning Committee 
in the agenda for Paddington Borough 
Council meeting held on Thursday, Octo- 
ber 16 :— 

“Tt has been reported to the Metro- 
politan Boroughs’ Standing Joint Com- 
mittee that the Minister of Health has 
issued instructions to the London County 
Council that pending a decision by the 
Government upon the national housing 
programme which is now under review, no 
further loan sanctions should be given for 
housing schemes. As the Minister’s in- 
structions affect the housing operations of 
several of the Metropolitan Borough 
Councils, the Standing Joint Committee 
have made further inquiries into the 
matter, as the result of which they have 
decided to inform the Minister of Health— 


(i) That in the event of a major change 

in the Government’s policy relating to 
future housing operations of local autho- 
rities being contemplated, such authori- 
ties or their Associations should be 
consulted before any decision is 
arrived at. 
_ (ii) That H.M. Government should 
issue @ suitable public announcement as 
to the reasons for the present standstill 
in projected schemes. 

(iii) That an immediate decision should 
be given as to the Government’s require- 
ments for housing schemes so as to pre- 
vent the discharge of bricklayers and 
other skilled workmen now working in 
many of the London boroughs, which 
would be a very serious matter in view 
of the housing situation in such 
boroughs. 


it has also been decided to ask the 
Minister to receive a deputation from the 


Standing Joint Committee on the subject 
of the Minister’s instructions neninn 


contracts and loans for housing purposes 
and % approach the laden County 
Council with a request to make a similar 
application, so that the whole London 
position may be placed before the Minister 
at one and ‘the same time. 
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RESEARCH STATIONS FOR 


SCOTLAND 


MECHANICAL ENGINEERING, FUEL, 
BUILDING AND ROAD RESEARCH 


Tue Lord President of the Council has 
decided that the new Mechanical 
Engineering Research Station, which is 
being set up ‘by the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, will 
be sited in Scotland. In addition, sub- 
stations for fuel research, building re- 
search and road research are also to be 
established in Scotland by the D.S.1.R. 

The sub-station of the Fuel Research 
Station will at first be mainly concerned 
with testing domestic heating appliances. 
More than half the domestic appliances 
burning solid fuel made in Great Britain 
are made in Scotland. 

The main Fuel Appliance Testing 
Station is at Greenwich with the Fuel 
Research Station. Many of the tests are 
done on behalf of an inter-departmental 
committee on which the Ministries of Fuel 
and Power, Health, Supply and Works 
are represented. Appliances are tested in 
accordance with procedures and up to 
standards mutually agreed by the Minis- 
tries concerned, and the manufacturers of 
appliances. Those appliances which are 
approved are placed on an “ approved 
list,’ which is circulated to all local 
authorities in Great Britain. 

The objects of the tests are to get 
better appliances and not merely to reject 
those which are not fully satisfactory. 
Therefore, the scientists keep in constant 
touch with manufacturers during the 
course of a test. The almost invariable 
consequence is that manufacturers are able 
to improve their appliances as a result of 
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the tests. As Scotland makes more than 
half the domestic heating appliances 
which burn solid fuel, this new station 
will be of real value in facilitating liaison 
with Scottish manufacturers. 

The Fuel Research Station is also in 
close touch with a variety of consumer 
interests, and as domestic heating habits 
in Scotland and the North of England 
differ to some degree from those in the 
south, it will consequently be of value for 
the scientists to be in closer touch with 
interests in the north. 


Building Research. 

The Building (Research Station of 
D.S.I.R. has always been concerned to 
keep in touch with building problems 
arising in all parts of the country. To 
facilitate this in Scotland, it has now been 
decided to open a branch station probably 
in the West of Scotland. 

Although considerable work thas already 
been done on Scottish building problems, 
the new station will enable particular 
attention to be given to them, and it will 
also serve as a p ae through which the 
results of building research can be dis- 
seminated to the Scottish building and 
civil engineering industries. 

At the outset the work of the station 
will be largely advisory, but laboratories 
are to be equipped particularly for work 
on Scottish building materials and con- 
structional methods. 


Road Research. 

The new sub-station of the Road Re- 
search Laboratory, which is being set up 
in Scotland by the D.S.I.R., will enable 
Scottish needs to be served more effec- 
tively than hitherto, and will bring the 
laboratory into closer touch with Scottish 
local authorities and industrial organisa- 
tions. 

Scottish road problems differ from those 
further south in the degree of emphasis 
to be placed on certain factors. The 
differences of climate, for example, mean 
that road surfacings in Scotland have to 
stand up to more prolonged periods of cold 
or wet weather than they do in the south. 
The average density of traffic is also some- 
what lower in Scotland, and this means 
that bituminous surfacings do not get 
quite as much of the beneficial effect of 
traffic in kneading the material together 
and retarding those types of decay that 
arise from exposure. 

The Road Research Laboratory is 
already co-operating with the Ministry of 
Transport and Hisbuas Authorities in a 
few road experiments in Scotland, and 
this new sub-station will help to foster 
such valuable contacts. 


HOUSE REPAIRS AND 
OWNERS’ LABOUR 


Ar Stratford Court on October 15, in 
the course of a case, Mr. F. G. South- 
gate, borough accountant for Waltham- 
stow, said that if a person wished to 
paint or repair his own house it was in- 
cumbent upon him to apply for a building 
licence as the council took into considera- 
tion the value of the labour which a man 
put into the work in addition to the value 
of the materials to be used. For example, 
if paint, etc., was costing about £5 it 
might well be that the man’s own labour 
would increase the cost to over the £10 
limit so that a licence was necessary. 

Licensing officers have been instructed 
(January, 1947, S.R.O., 1947, No. 74) to 
give sympathetic consideration to house- 
holders who genuinely intend to carry 
out their own repairs or decorations. 
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L.M.B.A. 


NORTH-EASTERN AREA CELEBRATES 
L.M.B.A. 75TH BIRTHDAY 


Bark1nG, with Chigwell and Chingford, 
and all the other ten boroughs which make 
up the L.M.B.A., North-Eastern Area, 
in celebration of the L.M.B.A.’s 75th 
birthday this year, held a dinner and dance 
at the Dorchester. Mr. A. G. Miles, 
chairman of the area, presided, and the 
president, Mr. Philip Smallwood, was the 
guest of honour. A birthday cake with 
75 candles, cut by Mrs. Miles, added an 
unexpected dessert to the dinner. 

Replying to the birthday toast of the 
L.M.B.A., proposed by Mr. Miles, Mr. 
SmaLLwoop said that it was the threat of 
trouble, a strike to wit, which brought 
the L.M.B.A. into existence. Was it too 
much to ask that its future strength be 
built upon harmony rather than strife? 
Harmony not only between builder and 
operative, but also between builder and 
builder. 

**You have been kind enough, Mr. 
Chairman,’’ said Mr. Smattwoop, “ to 
refer to the work of those who toil that 
the Association, and thereby the industry, 
may benefit. May I suggest that goes for 
every member of our Association? By be- 
ing members we learn the responsibility we 
owe to our fellow builders and the great 
country we serve, and we should work in 
that Association to the limit of our powers. 
You will find that the more you do in 
this respect the more profound friendships 
ou will secure throughout the length and 

readth of the land, and I submit with all 
humility that friendship is worth a great 
deal more than a trifling advantage gained 
at the expense of your fellows in industry. 

“* With age comes wisdom. Seventy-five 
years is beyond man’s alloted span, but 
it is a little while in the life of a great 
industry such as ours. There is much to 
do in the years that lie ahead and much to 
learn in the way that it should be done. 
That can only be done well if those en- 
gaged upon doing it are pulling together 
in an association that is working for the 
good of all. 

““This Association has held the fort for 
75 years, preserving the industry’s position 
in times of stress and improving its work- 
ing conditions in more peaceful times. It 
is the only negotiating body for the 
industry in London, as its parent body, 
the National Federation, is the only 
negotiating ‘body for the industry at 
Government level. It is wise for all 
builders to recognise this. 

‘‘In the present difficult times your 
national officers, of whom London has its 
share, are trying, in conjunction with their 
operative friends, to see that the sacri- 
fices which all are called upon to bear 
are not, as far as our industry is_con- 
cerned, simply burnt offerings to Baal, 
but are ordered measures which will not 
leave our industry so crippled as to be 
incapable of fulfilling its tasks when the 
brighter times come along.” 





Bulletin of M.O.T.C.P. Appeal Decisions. 


The Minister of Town and Country 
Planning, in view of the increase in the 
number of interim development appeals 
and the importance to authorities respon- 
sible for interim development control of 
some of the decisions reached, has 
decided to issue a bulletin containi 
summarised notes of selected ap 
decisions. The bulletin, of which the 
first issue is now published (Stationery 
Office, 6d.), will be published periodically. 
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REDUCTION OF CAPITAL 
INVESTMENTS 


SPECIALISTS’ AND 
SUB-CONTRACTORS’ VIEWS 


Wir regard to statements made by 
various Ministers that consideration is 
being given by the Government %o a reduc- 
tion in the national capital investment 
programme, and that the method of 
securing such a reduction, should it be 
decided upon, is now under examination, 
the Council of the Federation of Associa- 
tions of Specialists and Sub-Contractors 
have issued a statement expressing its 
views. 

The Council of the Federation appre- 
ciates that a major share of any such re- 
duction must be borne by the building 
industry, and that it must be effected in 
the way which will best contribute to the 
increase of production for export. The 
Government has indicated that within this 
category is included housing for agricul- 
tural and mine workers, and to this must 
obviously be added building necessary for 
the basic exporting industries. 

To achieve the necessary reduction in 
the remaining fields covered by the indus- 
try, alternative methods present them- 
selves. The first implies the suspension for 
an indefinite period of all but a limited 
number of current operations. Such a 
step would, in the opinion of the Council, 
result in dissatisfaction among large sec- 
tions of the public. 

The second course, of which this Council 
urges the adoption, is a reduction by a 
highly selective control of new projects 
permitted to be undertaken, while, on the 
other hand, projects now in hand are com- 
pleied. The period within which the 
latter can be achieved will be progres- 
sively shortened as the control of new pro- 
jects relieves more and more the pressure 
upon both labour and materials which at 
the present has the effect of inflating 
building costs and delaying completion. 
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OPERATIVES’ : WELFARE 
STATISTICS OF CATERING FACILITIES 


(From a Correspondent) 
Statistics compiled by the Ministry of 
Food show that on May 24 (the latest date 
for which figures are available) there were 
1,015 canteens which had been specially 
set up to feed building trade workers in 
England and Wales. 

e statistics show the progress which 
has been made with the provision of feed. 
ing facilities for workers in the building 
trades, following the special appeal made 
jointly by the Ministries of Food and 
Works last February. 

The 1,015 canteens were serving 
1,105,000 meals each week and 181,500 
main meals daily. Complete statistics are 


as follows :— 
No. of No.of No. of 
estab- meals main 
lish- served meals 
2 ments weekly Served 
Canteens specially set up daily 
to feed building trade 
workers 1,015 1,105,000 181,500 


Existing establishments 
whose catering licences 
have been extended to 
cover building trade 
workers ue i 

Other establishments 
where number of meals 
served to building trade 
workers is known 


Totals for establishments 
where number of meals 
served to building trade 
workers is known . 1,146 


87 52,300 18,500 


45,600 10,000 





1,202,900 210,000 





Percentage increase over 

previous eight weeks .. 14% 28% 34%, 

The 44 establishments serving meals to 
building trade workers as part of their 
general service to the public include those 
where the manager has voluntarily made 
a separate return for these workers; and 
those where the local food office has asked 
for special ‘information about the meals 
served to building trade workers. 

There are. also 376 catering establish- 
ments known to be serving meals regularly 
to building trade workers as part of their 
normal business. Only 19 of these receive 
the industrial ‘‘A” (heavy manual 
workers’) scale of food allowances, and 
those which would appear to come within 
the ‘‘ extension of licence ’’ category have 
been included by the local food office 
amongst “‘ other catering establishments.” 

Some catering establishments which have 
food allowances on the industrial ‘“‘ A” 
scale cater for building trade workers, who 
can obtain at these places the amount of 
food to which they are entitled. Other 
establishments not receiving the industrial 
““A” scale cater also for building trade 
workers. Statistics relating to these two 
classes of establishments are not regarded 
by the Ministry of Food as of much value 
in ascertaining the degree of provision of 
meals for the building trade, because local 
food offices havé no special information 
about the types of customers which they 
serve. 

During the eight weeks ended May 24, 
new catering licences were granted to 14% 
establishments known to be serving build- 
ing trade workers. In the same period 3 
licences were extended to cover meals 
served to workers in the industry. 

These extensions were necessary te 
enable meals to be served either off the pre- 
mises (i.e., packed meals) or to be served 
where the existing licence was restricted 
to a meals service to a particular group 
of persons. 


Insulating Materials. 

The Structural Insulation Association, 
National House, 14, Moorgate, London. 
E.C.2, have issued an information c¢ 
giving a short survey of present-day 
insulating materials. 
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NATIONAL PLUMBING 


STUDENTSHIPS 


MATERIAL PRODUCERS’ AWARDS 


Tue establishment of four National 
Plumbing Studentships (Material Pro- 
ducers’ Awards) is announced by the 
Plumbing Trades National Apprenticeship 
Council. The studentships have been made 
possible by the generosity of eleven de- 
velopment and trade associations which 
between them are providing the necessary 
funds. It is hoped that | foes awards of 
£50 each, allocated to areas in England and 
Wales and Scotland, will be offered for 
competition annually. The awards are 
open to candidates up to the age of 26 
years who have passed the Final Examina- 
tion of the City and Guilds Institute in 
plumbing and have served an approved 
apprenticeship. 

The object of the awards is to encourage 
promising men to become acquainted with 
techniques other than those. with which 
they are familiar and to enable them to 
spend three to four weeks visiting manu- 
facturers’ works and noteworthy plumbing 
instaHations to gain a better knowledge 
of the materials with which they work. 
The scheme will be under the control of 
the Plumbing Trades National Apprentice- 
ship Council and will be administered by 
an Awards Council on which will be repre- 
sented the Institute of Plumbers, the 
Plumbing Trades National Apprentice- 
= Council, the National Joint 
Industrial Council for the Plumbing Trade 
and the following organisations contribut- 
ing to the scheme :—Aluminium Develop- 
ment Association; Brass and Copper Tube 
Association; British Malleable Tube Fit- 
tings Association; Copper Cylinder and 
Boiler Makers’ Association; Copper De- 
velopment Association; Galvanised Tank 
Manufacturers’ Association ; Gas List Tube 
and Fittings Association; Lead Industries 
Development Council; National Brass- 
foundry Association; Tin Research Insti- 
tute; Zinc Development Association. 

Applications for the first awards must 
be submitted before January 1, 1948. Full 
particulars, together with application 
forms, can be obtained from Mr. H. W. 
Mole, F.R.I.B.A., M.I.Struct.E., the Hon. 
Secretary, Plumbing Trades - National 
Apprenticeship Council, L.C.C.. Hammer- 
smith School of Building and Arts and 
Crafts, Lime-grove, London, W.12. 


MINERS’ WELFARE FUND’: 


PITHEAD BATHS 

THE Miners’ Welfare Commission an- 
nounce that during the month of Septem- 
ber progress was made on new pithead 
baths installations at the following 
collieries :— 

Buildings ‘ completed: Rockingham 
(Hoyland Silkstone) (South Yorks), for 
792 men, opened September 20, at a cost 


of £26,869. 
Tenders approved: Completion of 
Ouston “E”’ (Durham), for 612 men, by 


Messrs. G. Gradon and Son, 56, North- 
road, Durham, cost £16,486; extension to 
Cronton (Lancs) by Messrs. J. Yearsley 
and Sons, Ltd., Fenton-street, St. Helens, 
Lanes, for 1,008 men and 50 women, cost 
£33,299. 

Tenders received: Benhar (Lanark), for 
i get Birley Beighton (8S. Yorks), for 


Tenders due in October and November: 
Burradon (Northumberland), for 1,056 
men; West Sleekburn (Northumberland), 
tor 960; Dearne Valley (S. Yorkshire), for 
540; Bullcroft Main (S. Yorkshire), for 
ant Victoria Extension (Lanes), for 
o 


Tenders to be invited in October: King- 
lassie (Fife), for 720 men; and Woodmuir 
(Lanark), for 240 men. 
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PROTECTIVE FILTERS FOR 


WELDING 


A REVISED B.S. SPECIFICATION. 


PUBLISHED evidence on the effects of 
ultra-violet and infra-red ‘radiation on 
human eyes, and on methods of protection 
from harmful effects, is surveyed at inter- 
vals by the B.S.I. Committees responsible 
for the preparation of B.S.679 ‘‘ Protec- 
tive Filters for Welding,’ in order to 
ensure that this standard specifies not only 
requirements that will give adequate pro- 
tection to wearers, but also permits the 
most economical production methods com- 
patible with this protection. B.S.679 has 
been revised upon the basis of such a 
survey, as a result of which it has been 
decided that there is no danger from the 
infra-red radiation associated with gas- 
welding operations in which the operat- 
ing temperature is relatively low, but that 
there might be danger at the relatively 
high operating temperatures reached in 
electric-arc welding. For this reason no 
protection against infra-red radiation is 
specified for filters intended for gas 
welding, but protection is specified for 
filters intended for electric welding. 

Provision is, however, made in one type 
of filter for gas welding for the selective 
absorption of the yellow light of sodium 
and the red light of [ithium, to reduce 
flux glare which would otherwise impede 
vision of the operation. 


Suitable protection against ultra-violet 
radiation is specified for all types of 
filers, which are classified into shades 
according to visual density, and shades 
are recommended for the various types of 
industrial uses. Requirements for visual 
density, protection against ultra-violet 
radiation, total heat protection, and anti- 
glare protection, are specified for two 
grades of filters, one for gas welding with 
or without flux, and the other for electric 
welding. 

The standard also gives requirements 
for freedom from optical imperfections, 
lens and prism effects, uniformity of 
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density, permanence of dyed interlayers, 
and quality of cover glasses. 

Provision is made, in addition, for 
colour grading to ensure uniformity, par- 
ticularly in pairs of filters used in goggles. 
A complete list showing recommended 
uses of the grades specified is given in an 
appendix. (Revision of 1946 edition.) 

Copies of this British Standard can be 
obtained from Sales Department, British 
Standards Institution, 24, Victoria-street, 
London, 8.W.1. . Price 2s. post free. 


TRUCK AND LADDER 


MANUFACTURERS 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


THE annual general meeting of the 
Truck and Ladder Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation was held at 6, Holborn Viaduct, 
London, on October Z. 

The following officers were elected :— 
President, Mr. H. H. Springett (King’s 
Cross Truck Co., Ltd.); Vice-President, 
Mr. J. H. Smith (J. H. Heathman, Ltd.); 
Council: Messrs. R. J. Burton (Charles 
Pearson, Ltd.); G. A. Cayless (Cayless 
Bros, (Battersea), Ltd.); P. Crowson (the 
Patent Safety Ladder Co., Ltd.); A. C. 
Drew (Drew Clark and Co., Ltd.); T. 
Gough (Gough and Co. (Hanley), Ltd.); 
W. H. Grundy (R. D. Milles, Ltd.); G. 
Neild (Jacob Neild). 

During the meeting some remarks on 
the effects that timber supplies were 
having on the truck and ladder industry 
were made by the —— President, 
Mr, W. H. Grunpy (Messrs. R. D. Miller, 
Ltd). 

Nene pulse of the industry,” he said, 
“is the timber supply, and at times it 
has almost been feared that the pulse 
had stopped. The Council have had the 
opportunity to visit the Timber Control. 
It has been tragic that improved supplies 
have not been the fruits of these inter- 
views. Timber has just not been in the 
country. But understandings of the re- 
quirements of the industry have marked 
each visit and that timber as good as it 
has been is assuredly an outcome of our 
representations at a time when the Control 
could have closed up on. supplies com- 
pletely. Assurances have been given that 
firms in the trade have equal considera- 
tion. By correspondence from members 
it has seemed that firms have thought 
that other people in the industry could 
not be doing so badly as they were; but 
the experience of all firms indicated that 
all were being treated alike by the allo- 
cation authorities. 

“ Quite recently it was found necessary 
to visit the Timber Control to complain 
about the very poor quality timber that 
wag available to the industry. The essen- 
tial qualities required for making ladders 
and trestles were stressed in no uncertain 
fashion. But the Department gave little 
satisfaction and pointed out that their 
authority was to issue licences for the 
firms to acquire timber. It was up to 
firms to refuse the bad quality timber if 
they were not satisfied; but, as you and 
I know, when no alternative timber is 
there, we are faced with real problems. 

“The latest treatment of firms was that 
none should receive more than two 
standards a month. Until September no 
better hopes could be visualised, but after 
September it could be hoped that the 
timber stock of the country would -im- 

rove. At the time of this interview, 

ngland was having trade talks with 
Russia, and the Timber Control were not 
optimistic, but, as we all know, trade 
relations have not, as yet, improved. 





Building Science Abstracts. 

The Building Research Station of the 
Department of Scientific and _ Industria! 
Research has published Building Science 
Abstracts Nos. 450-593, 1947. Copies, 
price 1s, 6d., are obtainable from H.M. 
Stationery Office, Kingsway, W.C.2. 
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THE TRAINING OF 


ILLUMINATING ENGINEERS 


INFLUENCE ON ARCHITECTURE AND 
BUICDING CONSTRUCTION 


THE recent progress that has been made 
in the art and practice of illuminating 
engineering, resulting in the birth of a 
new profession, that of the illuminating 
or lighting engineer, was mentioned by 
Mr. F W. T. WatsH, M.A., D.Sc., F.I.E.S., 
in his presidential address to the Illu- 
minating Engineering Society on Octo- 
ber 14. 

The President continued :— 

‘‘The Society was therefore faced with 
the problem of either admitting to mem- 
bership only the professional lighting 
engineer, thereby changing the basis on 
which it had worked so long and so suc- 
cessfully, or, alternatively, retaining its 
cultural status and make no attempt to 
apply any professional hall-mark to those 
of its members engaged in this new and 
growing branch of engineering. Fortu- 
nately, a compromise has been found by 
which the required distinction can be 
— without affecting the conditions 
of membership to the Society.” 

After giving details of the sort of train- 
ing necessary for newcomers to the pro- 
fession, the speaker referred to the Ad- 
vanced Grade Examination, Sections A 
and B, of the City and Guilds Examina- 
tion, as being the standards of theore- 
tical and — knowledge the Society 
might well demand. 

Section B included the study of day- 
light, a subject on which every lighting 
engineer should have at least an elemen- 
tary knowledge if he was to be able to 
deal with problems such as the admixture 
of daylight and artificial light. The 
student was also required to know some- 
thing of the influence of lighting require- 
ments on architecture and building con- 
struction and .though, no doubt, the 
lighting engineer would appreciate the 
egpenae | for such knowledge, he should 
be careful not to attempt to dictate to 
the architect in the latter’s own particular 
domain. Perhaps the chief advantage 
which an elementary knowledge of archi- 
tecture gave to the lighting engineer was 
that it enabled him to grasp more readily 
the architect’s aims and intentions, at the 
same time giving the architect confidence 
that his adviser in the lighting field was 
aware of the practical limitations of his 
medium. 


A WATERPROOF BUILDING 


PAPER 


LONDON FILM PREMIERE 

Tue versatility of ‘‘ Sisalkraft,’’ a re- 
inforced waterproof paper, in its applica- 
tion to building projects is comprehen- 
sively demonstrated in a film just com- 
pleted for the manufacturers of the pro- 
duct, Messrs. J. H. Sankey and Son, Ltd., 
Aldwych House, Aldw <% W.C.2. The 
premiére of the film took place on October 
15 at the British Council Theatre, Hanover- 
Street, London. ‘‘Sisalkraft,” as its 
name implies, is composed of kraft paper 
and sisal fibres. It is of 6-ply construction, 
two external sheets of kraft paper being 
interlaid, first with layers of bitumen, and 


then with a layer of cross sisal fibres and - 


a layer of longitudinal sisal: fibres. The 
sisal fibres provide the toughness and 
tensile strength, the bitumen gives protec- 
tion eee moisture, and the outer coats 
of krait paper provide a clean, non-stain 
protective surface. 

The product may be used for providing 
a blanket over newly laid concrete to 
maintain a constant curing process and to 
er protection from sun, frost, and wind. 
t may also be used, after surfacing on 
one or both sides, with a foil of burnished 
aluminium for insulation purposes, and the 
film illustrates in colour the comparative 
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ease with which it may be fitted under 
floor-boards or used as an insulator in 
cavity walls. The product thus treated 
is known as “ Sisalation.” Copper- 
armoured ‘‘ Sisalkraft’’ is manufactured 
by the application of pore electro-deposit 
copper to the outer surfaces of kraft paper. 
This modification gives the material an 
easily worked pliancy and makes it par- 
ticularly suitable, in view of its other 
properties, for dampcourses, flashing, etc. 

The film, which was made by Chelsea 
Colour Films, Lid., includes several shots 
of work in progress on various local 
authority projects on which “‘ Sisalkraft ”’ 
materials are being used. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
PLANT DEMONSTRATIONS 


Tue Southern Counties Regional Joint 
Production Committee have arranged 
demonstrations of several kinds of equip- 
ment, at which representatives of the 


'M.o.W. Field Test Unit and of the plant 


manufacturers will be present. Sites and 


dates are :— 

ReapinG, October 27-29.—Reading B.C. housing 
scheme—Whitley Estate site (situated on 
Reading-Basingstoke road about one mile south 
of Reading on east side .of road). Builder, 
James T. Cook and Son, Ltd. 

Gosport, November 3-4.—Gosport B.C. housing 
scheme—Bridgemary site, Fareham (situated on 
route A32, Gosport-road, approximately two 
miles south of Fareham, towards Gosport; 
approached through Wytch-lane). Builder, 
C. M. Dash and Sons, Ltd 

Wincnester, November 6-7.—Winchester Cor- 
poration housing scheme—Stanmore-lane site 
(situated approximately one mile west of Win- 
chester). uilder, D. Brazier and Son, Ltd. 
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NEWS ITEMS 


Builders’ Offices. . 

Messrs. Walker (Tooting), Ltd., have 
removed to much larger and more con- 
venient offices and works, and their new 
address is, Hackbridge, Wallington, 
Surrey. The telephone number is 
Wallington 661 (private branch exchange). 


New Exhibition Organiser. 

The British Electrical Development 
Association, 2, Savoy-hill, W.C.2, has 
appointed Mr. Norman Phillips, of the 

etropolitan Electric Supply Co., Ltd., 
to the post of exhibitions organiser 1n 
succession to Mr. Warrene, whov 
recently resigned. 


Timber Supplies from Germany. 

Statistics issued by the Board of Trade 
of timber imports from the original 
British Zone in Germany the first seven 
months-ef the year show that a total of 
83,015- standards of softwood; 1,420,916 
cubic ft. of hardwood, 29,755 standards of 
pitwood and 2,442 standards of poles 
were brought into this country. 


A Standardisation Exhibition, Stockholm. 


In connection with the recent Congress 
in Stockholm organised by the Swedish 
Standards Association, a special exhibi- 
tion was arranged by the Stockholm 
Technical Museum in collaboration with 
about 40 Stwedish industries, showing 
the progress made in Sweden in the field 
of standardisation. A wide range of 
standardised products from lavatory- 
basins to electric bulbs was on show. 


Stove Modification. 

‘The Minister of Health, referring to 
Appendix C to Circular 58/46 dated 
March 18, 1946, announces that an alter- 
native type of bottom grate bar is now 
available for the “Siesta” stove. This 
is considered to be less liable to burn out, 
and may therefore be particularly suit- 
able for replacement purposes in mining 
areas where bituminous coal is used 
almost exclusively. The alternative type 
of bar is manufactured by the Park 
Foundry Co., Ltd., whose address is given 
in Appendix C, réferred to above. 


Prestressed Reinforced Concrete. 

The Reinforced Concrete Association, 
94-98, Petty France, London, S.W.1, has 
recently published Technical Paper 
No. 5, ‘“ Prestressed Reinforced Con- 
crete,” a lecture given by Mr. K. Billig, 
A.M.I.C.E., at a meeting of the Associa- 
tion last year. The text, which gives a 
broad picture of the subject, has been 
amended in some respects by the author 
in the light of the discussion which 
followed the lecture. The price of the 
publication is 5s. 


Fire Protection. 

Last year Britain’s total fire damage— 
material loss only—was over £12,000,000. 
The need for an organised effort to curtail 
this serious drain upon the nation’s re- 
sources provided the reason for the 
formation of the Fire Offices’ Committee 
Fire Protection Association, whose tem- 
porary address is the Testing Station, 
Boreham Wood, Elstree, Herts. In a 
brochure recently issued are set out the 
aims and objects of the Association, under 
the following headings: (a) The need for 
it; (b) Its services; (c) Advantages to 
members. The services of the Association 
are concerned exclusively with the giving 
of technical advice and assistance to all 
and sundry who may apply for it, so that 
so far as 1s practicable and possible the 
possibility of loss through fire is brought 
down to an irreducible minimum. The 
Association is distinct and entirely apart 
from the Department of Scientific and In- 
dustrial Research, although the insurance 
companies who have created the Fire Pro- 
tection Association are closely allied with 
the Department in fire-research work. 
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Tenancies for Agricultural Workers. 


The Ministry of Health has circulated 
to rural district councils and selected 
urban housing authorities Circular 155/47 
which sets out the procedure for the 
allocation of tenancies with regard to 
the agricultural population during the 
present emergency. 


Open-Cast Coal Mining. 

Discussions between the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power and the Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning on the selec- 
tion of sites for open-cast coal mining in 
the West Riding area have resulted in 
agreement on the selection of a site 
estimated to contain 500,000 tons of coal 
at Water-lane, near Wentworth Wood- 
house. Working of the site was agreed 
to, subject to certain adjustments of the 
area to minimise permanent damage to 
amenity, including the felling of trees. 


Two Australian Codes of Practice. 


Prepared with the object of covering 
the structural requirements upon which 
the design of light buildings should be 
based, ‘‘ Recommended Code of Practice 
for the Use of Steel in Single-Storey 
Buildings,” Part I, deals with the 
materials which may be used and general 
methods of fabrication, welding’ and 
rust prevention, and Part II covers 
structural regulations controlling the 
employment of steel sections, sheets and 
shapes. “A de of Practice and 
Recommended Standards of Performance 
for Prefabricated Houses” has been 
compiled as a guide to those interested 
in the development of prefabricated and 
semi-prefabricated construction, and as 
a basis for possible future legislation. 
The two Codes are issued in “ draft for 
comment’ form by the Commonwealth 
Experimental Building Station of the 
Australian Department of. Works and 
Housing, Sydney, from whom copies are 
available, price 1s. each. 


Heating and Ventilating of Schools. 


A guide to the heating and ventilation 
of new schools is published to-day. It 
is “ Post War Building Studies No. 27— 
Heating and Ventilation of Schools,’ 
published for the Ministry of Works by 
H.M. Stationery Office, price 6d., by post 
7d. It has been prepared by a committee 
of the Building Research Board, D.S.I.R. 
This report follows closely on the pattern 
of the earlier study, “‘ Post War Building 
Studies No. 19—Heating and Ventilation 
of Dwellings ’* (H.M.S.0., price 2s. 6d., by 
post 2s. 10d.). It does not, however, enter 
into such great detail since, in designing 
the heating system of a school, a con- 
sultant would normally be employed. 
The purpose is to offer some general 
guidance in the initial stages of planning 
a new school. Accordingly, although the 
desirable conditions of warmth, etc., in 
schools are set out in some detail, only 
general observations are made regarding 
methods of heating and ventilation. The 
importance of adequate thermal in- 
sulation is, however, emphasised. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Glasgow.—Alterations and additions for 
Arthur and Co., Ltd.; Queen-st., for which the 
architects are Miller, Son and Manson, 15, 
Blythswood-sq., Glasgow. Insurance offices 
proposed at Woodside-cres., for which the archi- 
tects are Hutton and Taylor, 5, India-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Extension and alterations proposed 
at Glasgow’s Arts Club, for. which the archi- 
tects are Keppie and Henderson, 196. West 
Regent-st., Glasgow. Alterations and additions 
proposed for Copland and Lye, Ltd., for which 
the architects are Ross and Partners, 223, West 
George-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Schoo] buildings to be erected at 
Batson-st., for which the architect is J. MacNab, 
129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Larkhall.—Reconstruction and additions pro- 
posed at Avondale Bleach and Dye Works, for 
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which David C. Millar and Co., Dye Works, 
Larkhall, prepared own plans. 

Newhouse.—Workshops, showrooms, etc., pro- 

sed, for which the architect is J. Craig, 75, 

anse-rd., Newhouse. 

Strathavon.—Insurance offices proposed, for 
which the architects are Gavin, Paterson and 
Son, 6, Cadzow-st., Hamilton. 

Yoker.—Additions and alterations proposed 
for Yarrow and Co., Ltd., for which the archi- 
tects are MacNair, Elder and Ridley, 529, 
Sauchiehall-st., Glasgow. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
eluded in this list. eee previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphe are those 
for the submission of tenders; 3 Cages (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; t 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


OCTOBER 31. , 
tOgwen R.D.C.—(1) 10 Airey houses with 
drainage and site works at Caerhun; (2) 10 
Airey houses with drainage and site works at 
Talybont. Roland T. Jones, F.S.I., Midland 
Bank-chbrs., Bangor. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 1. 
*Essex C.C.—Conversion of “‘ Hatherley,” The 
Common, Saffron Walden, into hostel for aged 
persons. H. Conolly (F.), County A. 


NOVEMBER 3. 
Chelmsford R.D.C.—2 pairs of houses and 
incidental works at Roxwell. Estates Manager 
(Room 25), Council Offices, London-rd., Chelms- 


ford. Dep. £2. 
NOVEMBER 4, | 
Wilts C.C.—Alterations and repairs at Berry- 
field Maternity Home, Bradford-on-Avon. F. I. 
Bowden (A.), County A., County Hall, Trow- 
bridge. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 5. 

Beds. Standing Joint Committee. — Police 
houses at Shillington. County A., Shire Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s 

Harrow U.D.C.— Adaptation of Isolation 
Hospital, Besegptt ie. or use as _ residential 
nursery. H. “4 Rackham, F.8.1., Council 


Pembrokeshire E.C.—Canteen at Solva School. 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORING 


PARQUETRY 


HARDWOOD 
STRIP FLOORING 


Repairs to and _re-surfacing 
existing flooring by machines. 


THE PHILIP 
FLOORING COMPANY 
FLOORING SPECIALISTS 


55, East End Road, Finchley, 


London, N.3. 
Telephone: FiINchley 3478 (2 lines) 
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Walter Barrett, County A., County Offices, 
Haverfordwest. 
NOVEMBER 7. eS: 
Beds. Standing Joint Committee.—Dining- 
room and kitchen and extension of recreation 
room at “B” Division police headquarters, 
Horne-la., Bedford. County A., Shire Hall, Bed- 


ford. 
NOVEMBER 8. ¢ 

t*Coventry E.C.—Additions and alterations at 
Junior Commercial School, Brays-la. D. EB. E- 
Gibson, City A., la, Warwick-row, Coventry. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 18. _ 

t*isle of Ely ©.C.—Dining hall and dinner 
kitchen at Wisbech Elm-rd. C.P. School. R. Dy 
Robson (A), County A., County Hall, March. 


Dep. £2 
NOVEMBER 10. ; 
*Bournemouth C.B.—Supply and erection of 
200 beach bungalows on the Promenade. Boro’ A. 


NOVEMBER 11. 

Manchester T.C.—(a) Storeroom at rear of 
152-154, Hollyhedge-rd., Wythenshawe; (b) 
storeroom at rear of 193, Hollyhedge-rd. City 
A. Dep. £1 1s. 

NOVEMBER 12. 

Pembroke R.D.C.—Erection of 24 houses (16 
brick, 8 Airey) on various sites. Messrs. J. 
Owen Parry and Lewis, Ammanford. Dep. £53. 


NOVEMBER 13. _ 
Wallasey C.B.—First_stage of infants’ school 
at Town Meadow-la., Moreton, Wirral. Direc- 
tor of Educatien, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


T.6--Boller’ House Superstruc 
Nottingham T.C.—Boiler House Superstruc- 
ture (Bxtension “D,” Contract No. 14) at North 
Wilford Power Station. Cost oppres. 2100,000. 
R. M. Finch. O.B.E., M.1.C.E., City B. Dep £5. 

*Weymouth and Meicombe Regis U.D.C.—Re- 
storation of Pavilion and Palm Court, Wey- 
mouth. B.S. Dep. £2 2s 


NOVEMBER 18. 
*Luton T.C.—Construction of control room at 
Sundon. Boro’ Electrical E. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 19. | 

Doncaster ©.B.—30 houses (brick construc- 

tion) at Wheatley Park estate. Estates §., 15, 

Bn a ni Perry Airey houses at 

mA... my A .E. Bewes, S., Council Offices, 
Wadebridge. Dep. £2 2s. 


eevenese * as F 
*Sal C.cC.—Alterations to hutted camp to 
orekiie temmeunty Modern School. A. G. Chant, 
County A., 5, Belmont, Shrewsbury. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


NOVEMBER 3. 

Croydon C.B.—Demolition and clearance of 
approx. 950 brick and concrete domestic surface 
shelters. B-.E. 

NOVEMBER 8% 

Buxton B.C.—Demolition of two existing steel. 
concrete and timber footbridges and erection of 
two reinforced concrete bridges, Ashwood Park. 
B.E. Dep. £1 1s. 


O. Diemantli he d removin 
Harrow U.D.C.—Dismantling an € gz 
to store of about 2,450 tanked y 100 untanked 
Anderson shelters. S. p. 4 og 
Heston and Isleworth T.C.—Demolition of 
approx. 70 trench shelters. B.E. and S. Dep. 


eer NOVEMBER 14. 
Lowestoft T.C.—Demolition of school shelters. 
.E. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 17. 
L.C.c.—Cleaning, repainting, etc., of Black- 
wall and Rotherhithe Tunnels and Bridge over 
East London Railway. Chief E. Dep. £1. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


———— 3. ” e 
Aberystwyth T.C.—Advance preparation 
site at Cae ase site. B.S. and Water E. Dep. 
£2 


Ss. p 
pieehee U.D.C.—Roadworks in various streets. 
W. Aiston, S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Crosby 8.C.—4,480 sq. yds. of concrete 
carriageways, footpaths and drainage, De 
a ae re Crosby-rd. B.E. and 8., 
Liverpool. Dep. 8. : , 

Maidstone B.C.—Construction of 12-in. dia. 
concrete ouiece water sewer, Chatham-rd. 
sg Fa R.D.C.—Water mains extensions 
for 3 villages. W. K. Rodwell, A.M.I.C,E., 44, 
Park Oross-st., Leeds, 1. Dep. £3 3s. } 

*Wayland R.D.C.—Site works at five sites. 
Harold. Marsh (L.), 14, King-st., King’s Lynn. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
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NOVEMBER 5. 
re aaseed C.B.—Making-up Ebor-st. 
8. 
Harrow U.D.C.—Completion of roads and _in- 
<cidental works at Elstree Hill estate. 8S. Dep. 


Leicestershire €.0,—Reconstruction of Long 
Ganon Canal Bridge. Co. 8., Leicester. Dep. 


Taunton R.D.C.—Erection of reinforced con- 
crete water tower, 40,000-gall. cap., and other 
works, Stoke St. Grog 5 ee _ Ross 
Hooper and ae, arket-pl., Chippen- 
ham, Wilts. Dep. £ 


NOVEMBER 6&6. 
Leeds ©.C.—Kerbing, flagging and tar- 
macadamising footpaths, carriageways - four 
roads. Highways Engineer. Dep. £1 


NOVEMBER ‘7. 
+*Buckingham R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Adstock and Thornborough. Scherrer and 
Hicks, 310, Upper Kegent-st., London, W.1 


NOVEMBER &. 


Deputy 


Bakéwell R.D.C.—380 lin. yds. 9-in. dia. pipes, 
Winster. Messrs, Brady -_, oe ee 
Market-st., Chapel-en-le-Frith. Dep 
Wakefield T.C.—Construction of Zio vas. of 
sewer at Eastmoor estate. City E. p. 
NOVEMBER 1. 
lewbury 8.C.—Reconstruction of Park-way. 
B. NT Hutton, B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 14. 
ry U.D.C.—Making-up part Branksome- 
dr. .J. 8. Lattin, S. and Architect, Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 15. 
Pudsey T.C:—Reconstruction of Houghside 
sewage purification works. B.S. Dep. £5 5s. 
NOVEMBER 17. 

Hendon T.C.—225 lin. yds. of 30-in. dia. and 
290 lin. yds. of 36-in. dia. concrete tube surface 
water sewers, etc., at Devonshire- it eee Oak- 
hampton-rd. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 

NOVEMBER 18. 

C.B.—820 lin. yds. 3-in. dia. concrete 
ane o~ ace water sewer; 850 lin. yds. 18-in. 
and 15-in. dia. concrete pipe main oatfall sewer, 
tc., Carlton. B.E. and 8. Dep. £3 36 

GENERAL BUILDING WORK 

(LONDON) 


Barnes.—Hovses.—Plans by Marcus Leaver 
wat Co., 46, Brook-st., W.1, for rebuilding 48-54, 
Archway-st. 

Brewer op eg ee by Brian L. 
Sutcliffe and Partners, Manchester-sq., W.1, 
ya — 15 flats, Nos. 17-23. Cost, "about 


City Road.—ReconstRuction.—Of factory, pro- 
be by United Yeast Co., Ltd. Architect is 


THE BUILDER 


Wagstaff; rebuilding, 330, Rowee-24., Edwin 
Brown and Garlands; rebuilding Weoed- 
land-way, N. Hill; peaepaes, Methodist Church, 
The Bourne, Newb Bros. ; ro ma 52-54, 
Green Moor Link, E aw and Lloyd 

Wandsworth. — Hovusinc. — he B.C. has 
approved lang prepared by the ening Archi- 
tect for the erection of three-storey blocks of 
flats as follows: 23-29, Lambourne-rd., 6 flats 
(£9,135) ; 31-34, Broadhinton-rd., 6 flats (£8, 895) ; 
14-20, Clapham Manor-st., ua ae (£9,135) ; 
43-51, Orlando-rd., 6 flats (£9 9-29, Lessar- 
ave., 24 flats (£36,060) ; 82-88, cl ap! at Bg Common, 
South Side, 12 flats £18,090 6ST, Babington- 
rd., 6 flats (£9, 1078) 5 3 and at Moffatt-rd., 12 _ 

18, rockerton-rd., 12 
(£17,970) ; 30-34, . Mendecone rd., 6 fats (£8, ses); 
16-17, Baskerville- td., 6 flats (£8,985); 25-27, 
Baskerville-rd., 6 flats (£9,015) ; mm) Keswick-rd., 
6 flats, (£8, 925) ; 3, Mercier-rd., 6 flats (£8,865) ; 
26-32, Oxford-rd., 5, flats (29,048). 

Wandsworth.—Housinc.—B.C. are to_ invite 
tenders for 87 flats to be included in the Balham 


— rd. Fema A eme. 
est H ad Buiprnes.—G.P.0. propose 
technical buildi including new telegraph 
and telephone exc. tesa at £500,000 
West Ham.—Extension.—Of ‘Corporation’ 8 
second section of electricity works, estimated 
at £1,500,000. Consulting engineers are Merz 
and McLellan, 32, Victoria-st., 8.W.1, and Sir 
Alexander Gibb and Partners, Queen Anne’s 
Lodge, Queen Anne’s Gate, §.W.1. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Anglesey.—C.C. propose dining-room and 
kitchen at Pencarnisiog County school. Plans 
by J. Elfed Rees (L.), County A., County 


ee Liangetnt. 

Atherton C. propose further 18 houses 
and 32 flats on Hag Fold estate and 21 
aluminium houses at Briarfield-ave. 

Bath.—Block of flats at 1-7, Norfolk-cres. to 
be reconstructed. Plans by E. R. Tew (A.), 7 
Northumberland-bldgs., Bath. 

Brentford.—A. L. T. Taylor, builder, Lake- 
side, Boston-gdns., Brentford, Middx., _pro- 
poses block of 18 flats at Boston-gdns. and 
Boston Manor-rd. 

Bromsgrove.—U.D.C. _ approved: ny ag 
at Sugarbrook Mill for Bowes Building Co.; B. 
Kelsey, Ltd., propose extensions at Golden 
Lion hotel, Worcester-st. 

rynmawr (S. Wales).—J. H. Stevens 
(Leathercraft of Malvern), Ltd., Worcester-rd., 
Malvern, to build factory in conjunction with 
Wales and South Monmouthshire Trading 
Estates, Ltd. Consulting engineers are Sir 
Alexander Gibb & nn ge — Anne’s 
i Queen Anne’ age. | 8.W 

Cardiff.—Savoy Watc itd, London, P 
eed to erect factory at Penarth-rd. Plans by 
ercy Thomas & Son, 10, Cathedral-rd., Cardiff. 

Chesterfield.—T.C. and Arts Council of Great 
Britain propose conversion of municipal cinema 
into modern theatre and public hall at £6,000. 





C. Swallow (A.), Two Trees, Cr nt-dr., 
‘Rete 
Croydon. —ReconstRuction.—G.P. O. prepared 
‘plans for reconstruction of sorting office, Cherry 
Orchard-rd., and rebuilding head office, High-st. 


East Ham.—Resvitpinc.—Castle-st. R.C. 
‘Schools. Soe is J. E. Sterrett (A.), 17, 
—_— pl., 

Eltham, eS and §. Builders, 


Ltd. bare aupeeitiod plans to L.C.C. for 132 
flats, Avery Hill. 
Enfield.—RrBviLDING.—5 shops and flats, 25- - 


‘Seaford-rd. Plans by C. V. Cable, F.S.L., 
‘Oak-la., Ouffley, Herts. 

Pinehtey—FLirs. .—Plans b ye ay sade 
1285, Hi rd Whetstone, for 24 flats, 


Oakfield- rd., N. Ww 

Hill.—FLAts.—Plans € Dunsmore 

Bros., 53, Brockley-rise, S.E.23, for 12 flats, 1-8, 
Park, 8.E. 


“The 
Hammeremith.—Fvats.—B.C. have approved 
an application by Mr. B. H. Rose to provide ten 
‘flats at 41-45, Brook Green-rd., W.6. 
Wford.—REBUILDING.—Of 59-6 69, Seymour-gdns. 


uF Avignon,” 
Forest 


Plans by G. H. Goldsmith (F.), 44, Great 
Russell-st., W.C.1. 
Kingston-on-Thames.—Trcantcat CoLLeGE.— 


‘Surrey E.C. has approved plans by J. Harrison, 
‘C. Arch., for erection of workshops as first 
‘section "of proposed technical college, at 
£75,000. 

Lee.—Fiats—Plans by L. A. Culliford and 
Partners, 47, Essex-st., Strand, W.C.2, for block 
of flats, 7, Baring-rd., 8.E. 

Norbury. —F.iats.—Plans by Fidler and Co., 
§1-52, Chancery-la., W.C.2, ae rebuilding flats, 
5-15, Pollards Hill’ North 
Rotherhithe.—Scxoot. Rednit School is to be 
rebuilt on a riverside site in Odessa-street. A 
nursery school is to be erected on a nearby site. 

St. John’s Wood.—F.ats.—Plans by Dowton 
and Hurst, 72, New Cavendish-st., W.1, for flats, 
103, Hamilton: terr., N.W. 

Southgate.—Pians Approvep.—Plans passed 
bel Southgate Corporation: Alterations, 109, 
po ase-rd., Fisk, Burley and Fisk; alterations, 

Nort Circular-rd., Vigers and Co.; altera- 
mS 102-4, High 


T. Cayzer and Son; 
conversion ‘to 


oq "18, The Mall, Gooch and 
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—T.C. propose flat-roofed permanent houses at 
Chatsworth-rd. and 63 bungalows at Grange- 
wood site for -miners.—R.D.C. propose 155 
aluminium houses at. Birkinstile site. 

Chorley.—R.D.C. propose 60 aluminium houses 
at Euxton, 32 precast Airey houses at Eccles- 
ton.—T.C. propose 300 houses at Tootall-st. 

Colchester (Essex).—E. N. Mason & Sons, 
Litd., — Works, Cowdray-ave., propose 
new factory: 

covemtrs. —Parochial. Church Council of St. 
ee Radford, propose rebuilding church 
a 

Cranbiook (Kent).—Layout plans been ap- 
proved for Airey houses at Frittenden, Benen- 
on Hawkhurst, Sandhurst and Kilndown for 


Dartford.—Clark & Land, Lid., electrical 
engineers, 8, Warner-yard, E.C., propose factory 
and offices. Plans by William A. Quick, 
A.LA.S., 111, Park-st., 

Doncaster.—T.C. propose houses at Clay-la. 
and shopping centre. 

Folkestone.—T.C. approved plans for kitchen 
* Morehall County Modern school for Kent 


Folkestone.—T.C. approved plans by Jackson 
& Jackson, 149, Sandgate-rd., Folkestone, for 
rebuilding properties at 11-17, Boscombe-rd. 

estone.—Folkestone Hotel Syndicate pro- 
pose —" reconstruction of Queen’s hotel, 
Sandgate Plans by H. H. Parsons (L.), 
102, Rendeante’ rd., repenene. 

Guisborough. —Kite tching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough, aze architects for shirt-making 
actory. 

Hanworth (Mi ig Cm prepared by 
J. L. Denman (F.), 27, Queen’s-rd., Brighton, 
for crematorium buildings and gardens of rest 


for S.W. Middlesex Crematorium Board at 
Hastings.—Premises at 68, Marina, to be 
rebuilt at £5,300 for Mrs. Waddington. Plans 


by Charles F. Callow (F.), 59, London-rd., St. 
Leonards-on-Sea. 

Hazel Grove and Bramhall.—U.D.C. approved 
factory at Macclesfield-rd., Hazel-gr., for 
British Schering Manufacturing Laboratories, 
Ltd.; church and school at Fir-rd., goomnee. 
for Mount Tabor Church Trustees, Stock 

Ince-in-Makerfield.—Methodist Church 
tees propose Junior — Infants’ school. 

Manchester.—T.C. pproved Factory at 
sae Chorlton-rd., Brool s’ Bar, for R. Buck, 
Ltd., 11, Ladybarn-rd., Fallowfield ; factory at 
Embden-st., Hulme, for M. Landau & Co., 69, 
Sackville-st. ; factory at 788, Ashton o's a 
Openshaw, for Simon & Simon, Ltd., 

New-rd; printing works at Ashton “Outrd, 
Openshaw, for Gardiner & Co.; bag rag A 
Princess-st., Hulme, for Clowes Bag Co., 

227, Great t ‘Clowes-st., Cheetham ; S sSitiong. os 
colour works at .Canal-st., Miles Platting, for 
Hardman & Holden, -; Warehouse’ at 
Knowsley-st. and Red Bank, Cheetham, for 
Max Bor, ' Knowsley-st. Mills, Cheetham. 

Mansfield.—T.C. approved :—Additions _at 

‘aumont cinema, Skerry-hill, for Fara 
Gaumont Picture Corporation, Ltd. ; additions 
to printing works at Stockwell Gate for W. H. 
Lee.—T.C. propose redevelopment scheme for 
central area. 

iddieton.—T.C. approved :—Central kitchen 
at Half-st. for Lancs E.O. 

Morecambe and Heysham.—Lancs E.C._pro- 
pose Primary schoo] at Trumacar-la., —_— 
cambe. Plans by G. 'Noel Hill (F). County A 
County Offices, Fishergate-hill, Preston. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. mmercial Marbles and 
Tiles, Ltd., Selborne-gdns., to carry out works 
extensions. —Cackett, Burns Dick & MacKellar, 
21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle, are architects for 
alterations at Fleming hospital at Great North- 
td.—Wilson & Wilson, 1, St. Nicholas-bldgs., 
are architects for offices at White-st. for British 
Glues and Chemicals, Ltd.—Page, Son & Hill, 
75, King-st., South Shields, are s ciiecks for 
ice cream factory at Seaham-st. and Colliery-la. 
for Messrs. Rea. 

Newcastie (Staffs). —T.0. approved :—Exten- 
sions to works at Cromer-st. for Robinson & 
Son; mineral works at Bradwell Wood, Long- 
port, for Bentley Tileries, Ltd.—E.C. propose 
dinin: be 8 and kitchen at Albert-st. Primary 
school.—M.0.W. Prppoee post office buildings 
at Merrial-st. and Bath-st. for P.M.G. 

Plymouth.—Rev. Canon N. H. Clarke proposes 
to ypuild St. Andrew’s parish church at 
£50,000. Plans by F. W. Etchells (F.), West 
Challow, Wantage, Berks. 

Reading. —Reconstruction of premises at 
101-102, Friar-st., is contemplated by Reading 
and District Co-operative Society, Ltd. Society’s 
architects are Sainsbury & Chamberlain, 14, 
Cross-st., Rome 7) 

m.—T.C. approved :—Alterations to 
brewery po "Ganklow-r. for Trustees of R. J. 
Bentley.—T.C. propose shops, East Herring- 
thorpe site—E.C. propose dining-room and 
kitchen adjoining Thornhill Primary school. 

Salford.—E.C. propose school canteen off 
Langworthy-rd. and_Farringdon-rd., Seedley. 

hend-on-Sea.—E.C. propose to proceed with 
Eastern-av. Primary school at £120,000. Plans 
by F. W. Smith (A. Municipa)- pidge.» Southend. 

Stockport.—T.C. approved : :—Additional storey 
to. works at Worrall-st. for W. H. Crossley & 
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Son; brickworks at Turncroft-la. for J. & A. 
Jackson, Ltd.; housing site off Hollycroft-ave., 
Ww godbaitk Park estate, for Housing Committee. 

tretfo:d.—T.C. approved : :—Additions to works 
P Westinghouse-rd., Trafford Park, for Im- 
perial Chemical Industries, Ltd. ; extensions to 
works at Mosley-rd., Trafford Park, for switch- 
gear i ag | Co., Ltd. ; additions to works at 
Mosley rd., Trafford Park, for W. Luke & Son. 
—Joint Councils of Sale, Stretford and Urmston 
U.D.C. propose crematorium off Carrington-la. 
and Hawthorn-rd., Sale. 

Surrey.—E.C. propose 8 R.C. schools and ex- 
tensions to 3 existing R.C. schools at £872,000. 

Watford.—Dawe & Carter, 83, High-st., Wat- 
ford, prepared plans for rebuilding 68-74, Sand- 
ringham- rd. 

West Hartlepool.—Ewart Parsons, Ltd., Ford 
dealers, Park-rd., West Hartlepool, propose 
workshop, garage, showroom and aoe at 
Park-rd. and York-rd., West Hartlepoo! 

Workington.—T.C. approved a aieations and 
additions at Furnace Arms hotel for the Collin 

Croft Brewery Co., Ltd.; factory at Salterbeck 
Tred Estate (Luxan, Ltd.), West Cumber- 
jand Development Co., Ltd. Whitehaven; ex- 
tensions to works for. Distington Engineering 
(o., Ltd.; Infants’ and Junior school and nur- 
sery school at Banklands for E.C. 


CORRECTION 
Lowestoft.—Greyhound racing stadium at 
Normanston-dr. - ae eman & Partners 


ure quantity surveyors only for this scheme 
and have not prepared plans. 


TENDERS 


7 ne 
notes provisionally oven’ 
+ Denotes recommended for nce. 

§ Denotes tes accepted subject to teen, 

{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments 

Beccles.—Further 20 Airey houses, for T.C.: 
Thos. Gill & Son, Rupert-st., Norwich. 

Billingham-on-Tees. —Further eight houses at 
Killingham Junction, for U.D.C. Architects: 
—— & Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough : 

Isley & Nicholson, Billingham, £9,218. 

Bridgend.—Extension of _ Lly nfi Electricity 
station, for Edmundson’s Electricity Corpora- 
tion, Ltd., Gillingham-st., S.W.1. Ewbank & 
Partners, ‘consulting engineers, 15, Grosvenor- 
pl, 8. Farmer & Dark (E.), architects, 
2, Grosvenor-gdns., S.W.1. Piling: *Franki 
Compressed Pile Co., Ltd., 39, Victoria-st., 
s.W.1; building: Ne cn Engineering Co.. 
Ltd., 1 Bedford-sq., W.C 

Bristol.—Alterations and ~~ at South- 
mead Hospital, for committee. . Nelson 
Meredith (F.), architect, Eagle House, Colston- 
av., Bristol: *Wilkins & — Lid., 91, 
Cumberland- rd., Bristol, £26. 

Bushey.—J unior mixed and {infants school, for 
Herts C.C. C. H. Aslin (F.), C.A.: *G. Bright- 
man & Son, Ltd., Ebury-rd., Watford. 

Cardiff.—Warehouse accommodation for I. 
Kowland James and Co., Ltd. Architects, Henry 
\. Ellis and Son, 6, Wind. st., Swansea. Quantity 

surveyor, B. W. Ellis, Swansea: *W. T. Nicholls, 
Itd., St. Paul’s-rd., Gloucester. 

Chadwell Heath (Essex).—Works for Lewis 
Be srger & Sons, Ltd. 36, er -sq., W.1. 

. W. Glover & Partners, architects, 54 Victoria- 

S.W.1: *Sir Robert ‘McAlpine & Sons (Lon- 


acai Ltd., 80, Park-la. 
Chelsea.—Restoration of Public Library, for 
adler previously accepted). 
Chester-le-Street.—Offices at South Burns: 
Croxley Green.—Infants’ school at Malvern- 
: ay, a Herts E.C. C. H. Aslin (F.), County 
Aikeoe 
Darlington.—Six houses for R.D.C.: *W. 
George, Darlington. 
£1,325 per house. 
Derby.—Six houses at Francis- st., 
Boro’ A.: 
(Builders), Ltd., Exeter-st., Derby, £7,250. 
urham.—Central _ kitchen = Easington 
side, Sunderland. 
Exeter. —Rebuilding South Choir Aisle, Exeter 
architect, The Church House, The wf 
Exeter: *Dart & Francis, Lid., Crediton, 
Felling (Co. Durham).—50 Airey rural houses 
at High Lanes, Heworth, for U. ae *Cross & 
Gosforth (Northumberland).—12 “houses at 
Norham- rd., for U.D.C. Architect: A. Child, 
of B. Thompson, Grey-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
(in lieu of tender withdrawn). 
estate, for T.C.: *Harrogate Master Builders’ 
Fe ‘deration, £77,773. 
Aidan’s school: *George Porteous 4 
builders, Sunderland. ° see. ae 
Heref and offices, for 


B.C.: *R. Dixon & Sons, £6,789 (in lieu to ten- 
Wright & Kellett, Ltd., Chester-le-Street. 
Miskin & Sons, Ltd., Romelands, St. 
Dickinson, Middleton St. 
Thos. W. East (F.), Mf oo 
D 
Colliery school: *R. G. Finlay, 28, West Sunni- 
Cathedral, for Diocese. H: M. R. Drury (F.), 
Devon. 
Barlow, Newcastle-on-Tyne, (208.255 
New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on- Tyne: *Exors 
Harrogate.—64 houses at Knaresborough-rd. 
Hartlepool. —Additional classrooms at St 
.—Large 


factory 
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William Evans & Co. (Hereford & Devon), 
Ltd. Widemarsh, Hereford, Willink & Dod, 
ee Cunard-bldgs., Liverpool. Founda- 
tions: *William Bowers & Co. (Hereford), Ltd., 
Bath-st., Hereford; apenen: *Dawnays, 
Ltd., East Moors, Cardiff 

Irvine, A ire.—Office buildings for Ministry 
of National Insurance: — & James, Ltd., 
52, Portland-st., Troon, Ayr. 

Liverpool.—Office buildings at Canada Dock, 
for L.M.S. Railway Co.: *Holland & & Hannen 
and Cubitts, Ltd., Liverpool. 

Liv .—Reinstatement of roof at Smith- 
down-rd., motor bus garage for T.C.: *Marshall 
Bros. (Builders), Ltd., 3, Salop-st., Liverpool, 
£7,941 (subject to approv al of Economy (Special) 
Committee). 

L.c.C.—Contract exceeding £2,500 in value 
placed by L.C.C. during period ended October 
15: Adaptation of a cottage at Camberwell In- 
stitution for use as a school treatment_centre: 
Greenaway & Son, 265a, Lordship-la., 8.E.22. 

London.— Rebuilding King Edward the Seventh 
Officers’ Hospital, Beaumont-st., W.1. Sir 
Thomas Bennett (F.), architect, 43, Blooms- 
bury-sq., W.C.1. Gardiner & Theobald, quan- 
tity surveyors, 24, Bedford-sq., W.C.1: *F. G. 
Minter, Ltd., Ferry Works, Putney, &.W.15. 

London. —Large factory at 8-26, ath-st., 67-71, 
Galway-st., and — ‘Lever-st., E.C.1. George 
Watt (B), — Windermere-av., Wim- 
bledon, W.17: *C. i Kearley, Ltd., Grove 
Works, British- -gr., W.14. 

London.—Reconstruction of 144-145, Picca- 
dilly, W.1, for London_Film Productions, Ltd., 
146, Piccadilly, W.1. George Coles (F.),, .e 
tect, 40, Craven-st., Strand, C.2 G. 
Minter, Ltd., High- st. Putney, S.W.15. 

London.—Reconstruction of clothing factory 
at New North-rd., Montague Evans & 
Sons, architects, 21, Brunswick-sq., W.C.1: *F. 
Troy & Co., Ltd., 7-9, St. James’s-st., S.W.1. 

London.—Reinstatement of premises at St. 
Ann’s-la., Westminster, S.W.1, for Wightman, 
Mountain, Ltd., Artillery- -row, 8.W.1. Charles 
Saunders & Son, architects, 40, Gloucester-rd., 
South Kensington, 8.W.: *Lancasters Contrac- 
ae. Ltd., 30, Ealing-rd., Wembley, 
Middx. 

London.—Reconstruction of 30, Curzon-st., 
W.1, for Royal Worcester Porcelain Co., Ltd. 
Samuel N. Cooke & Partners, architects, Sun- 
bldgs., Bennetts Hill, Birmingham : *Holland & 
Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 1, Queen Anne’s- 
gate, S.W.1 

{London (Admiralty). —Portsmouth, Eastney, 
Construction of road, Jno. Croady, Ltd., Port 
land-st., Portland. 

qLondon (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended October 18. 
Painting work: Clark and Fenn, Ltd., London, 
S.W.4; J. and B. Abbott (Contracto:s), Ltd., 
Harrow, Middx.; T. H. Kenyon and Sons, Ltd., 
London, W.9; The Decraspray Co. (Welling), 
Welling. Kent; P.C.S., Ltd., London, 
——— (York), Ltd, Xork Spraycraft Co. 

, Bromle Kent; A. Hector Grabham, 
Sundesland. Wensral maintenance work: Frank 
Wood, Wendover, Bucks; G. J. Furneaux, Christ- 
church, Hants. Fencing work : Durafencing, Ltd., 
London, S.W.1. Repair work to railway sidings: 
Thos. W. Ward, Ltd., Sheffield. Building work: 
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G. and J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, nr. 
Bolton, Lanes. ; Jaques and Greeves, Ltd., "Don- 
caster; H. Dorrington and Sons, Gainsborough, 
Lincs. Surfacing work: Hadsphaltic Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., London, E.C.3; Walker (Toot- 
ing), Lid., Croydon, Suzrey 

{London (M.O. W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. for week ending October 16 :— 

London: Natural History Museum, S. Kensing- 
ton, conversion, John Mowlem & €* 91, Bbury 
Bridge-rd., §.W.1. Ayrshire: Speirs School, 


Beith, temporary schovi vwidings, v. Preston 
& Sons, 26, Inverkip-st., Come’. Renfrewshire. 
Berks: Senior Modern ‘sc hool, Woodley, kitchen 


and dining-room, H. & R. Davey, Wokingham- 
rd., Earley, Reading. Cumberland: M.O, Supply 
Factory, Sellafield, steelwork, Alex Findlay &Co., 
Motherwell, Lanarkshire. DVervyshire: Lismore- 
rd. Camp, Buxton, alterations, R, Green & Son, 
Market-st.- Chapel-en-le-Frith, Derbyshire. 
Devon: Senier C. School, Kingsteignton, tem- 
porary school buildings, Thos. Vanstone & Son, 
240, Union-st., Torquay. Essex: Upper Dover- 
court C.P. School, Harwich, kitchen and dining- 
room, F. J. Huggett & Son, 64, Station-rd., 
Clacton-on-Sea. Hants: C. of E. School, 
Vicarage-rd., Moordown, Bournemouth, tem- 
porary schoo! building, Victor L. Young, 4a, 
Porchester-rd., Bournemouth. Herts: King’s 
Langley C.C. School, temporary school buildings, 
E. J. Waterhouse & Son, Chipperfield, Herts. 
Kent: Sevenoaks R.D.C., 3, Aluminium houses, 
Dudley Coles, Ocean House, Great_Tower-st., 
E.C.3. Lancs: Sutton Manor C. School, St. 
Helens, kitchen and gt ge A. McColl & 

Son, Cambridge-rd., Helens, Lancs; Allanson 
C. School, St. Helens, kitchen ‘and dining- Toon, 
A. McColl & & Son, Cambridge-rd., St. Helens, 
Lanes; Grange Park C. School, St. Helens, 
kitchen and dining-room, A. McColl & Son. 
Cambridge-rd., St. Helens, Lancs; St. Josepli 
School, Sutton-st., St. Helens, kitchen and 
dining-room, A. MeCoil & Son, Cambridge-rd.. 
St. Helens, Lancs; Whiston R.D.C., 2 temporary 
houses, John McGeoch, Knowsley-bldgs., 15, 
Tithebard-st., Liverpool, 2. Lincs: Sincil Bank 
School, Queen- st., Lincoln, central kitchen, 
Hamilion, Ltd., 119, Bunkers- ‘hill, Lincoln ; Senior 
. School, Kirton Lindsey, Lincoln, temporary} 
sched buildings, John Sheffield Construction Co., 
Conesby House, Scunthorpe, Lincs. Middz: 
Manor School, Ruislip, temporary school build- 
ings, George Moss & Son, Cranleigh Wharf, Lady 
Margaret-rd., Southall; Swakeley’s 8. School, 
Long-la., Ickenham, temporary school buildings. 
George Moss & Son, Cranleigh Wharf, Lad) 
Margaret-rd., Southall. Midlothian: Newton 
Grange Public School, kitchen and dining-room, 
John Hamilton, 14, Prospect oe Edin- 


burgh. Northants: C. of E. School, Woodstone. 
Peterborough, kitchen and dining-room, B. 
Stokeley, 2, Henry-st., Peterborough. Notts: 


Cavendish-rd. C. School, Carlton, Nottingham. 
kitchen and dining-room, G. J. Rice, Cyprus- 
ave., Wollaton-rd., Beeston, Notts, Oxford. 
Temple Cowley "School, Oxford, kitchen and 


dining-room, Hinkins & Frewin, Lid., Cranham- 
st., Oxford. Renfrewshire: | West Kilbride 
P.’ School, temporary school buildings, Jas. 


Preston & Son, 26, Inverkip-st., Greenock. Aurs- 
rd., Barrhead, central kitchen and garage. 
Houston & Young, Cochrane-st., Barrhead. 
Somerset: Midsomer Norton ane Chilcompton, 
rm of defence works, F. H. Wheaton & Co.. 

Chard, Somerset. Stajfs: Dudley Wood School, 
Cradley Heath, kitchen and dining-room, Kent 
& Sussex Construction Co., 270, Corporation- -rd., 
Birmingham. Stirling: Carronshire (Castle- 
avenue), Tarran houses, John Best, Ltd., Warris- 
ton House, Edi nburgh. Wores: Pershore 

aie Alvminium houses, William T. Nicholls, 

Paul’s-rd., Gloucester. Yorks: Emergency 

Schoo! Meals Service, High-st., Normantry, 
dining-room and scullery, Bussey & Armstronz. 
Brinkburn Sawmills, Darlington. 

bow London (War Dept.).—Work contracts placed 

War ~:~ for week ended October 11. 

Midlothian ainting work—W. A. Scott, Ltd.. 
Leith. Pembrokeshire: Miscellaneous work— 
Phillips Bros., Haverfordwest. London : 
Miscellaneous work: Goodsell, Maidstone ; 
Sloggetts (Contzactors), Ltd., South Kensing- 
ton, S.W.7. Hampshire : Miscellaneous work— 
R. 'W. Dowmen, Southampton; Rabbets and 
Wilkes, Bournemouth 

Longbenton.—12 old —_ 8 ogy | at Wide- 
open, for U.D.C. A. E. Sweetman, S.: *Direct 
Labour. 

Manchester.—Chorlton Park Secondary school, 
for E.C. L. C. Howitt (F.), City A.: *Jones & 


Craig, 11, Brookleigh-rd., Withington, Man- 
chester 20. 

Nairn.—Repairs to harbour, for T.C.: *H. M. 
Murray, ee £14,000. 

N —12 bungalows 


‘Tyne. for aged 
people at po rome -pl., Throckley, for U.D.C.: 
*Direct Labour. 

Noweastio-cn-Tyue. —Six houses at St. James’- 
eres.: *Palmer & Wilson, Fowberry-cres., New- 
€ astle-on-Ty ne. 

Newcastie-on-Tyne.—Factory and offices at 
Backhouse-st., Sar British Engines, Ltd.: *K. 
Bowey & Sons, Back Raby-st., Newcastle ; 
Newport (Mon.).—Large works, laboratories, 
offices, etc., at Corporation-rd., for Monsanto 
Chemicals, Ltd., Victoria Station House, Vic- 
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East, for R.D. 


dale, £3,100. 





plastic su > a at 
*Styles, Lt 


UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


9,500 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the industry. 













Ltd.: ‘*Dickens 















Knypersley- av., for 
B.S.: *J. J. 










Ltd., Fictpitar bilcs.. 
nr. Bolton. 


THE BUILDER 


pores st., S.W. 1 W. M. Cooper, Chief Engineer: ore eames school at 
°F. ‘Chandler, 12, Grafton-st., W.1 (part of tW. Llewellyn & Sons, 
dasonats development scheme). Visiaris st., London, E.C. 
Nottingh: am.—84 permanent houses, 12 aged premises, ineluding connecting 
Trowell-rd., Fleet-st. and Géorge-st., for Renwick, Wilton 
ce ae Cuts: Houstig Kellett Ablott (A-) & ate edie W. s Gouldrey & Son, archi- 
J udha tects, 14. -av. r 
Quantities by Oity Housing Architect : ris ggg Wes 
Sons, Ltd., Portland-rd., Hucknall, Notts. (Sub- Truro.—24° houses at Malpas. -rd., for T.C. 
ject to M. i. approval.) 
Omagh, Co. Tyrone.—22 houses at Mountjoy tities by W. B. Bond, Truro: *E. Thomas, 
*James Laffin, Lisburn. King’s-av., Falmouth, £36,588 10s. 
additions at to M.H. approval). 
Wandsworth.—25 houses at various sites, for 


persons’ dwellings and 4 shops, 
Wollaton for TC. H. Kellett 


Rochdale.—Alterations 
Lauriston, Manchester-rd., 
hostel for aged persons, for T.C 
B.S.: *Brietley & Castrees, Mellor-st., Roch- ject to L.C.C. a proval) 


for conversion into 


Roehampton. Seo yg or underground 
Queen mex “x Hospital : 
19. 


67, Victoria-dr. 


Wellingborough-rd., Rushden. 
St. Albans.—Houses for R.D.C.: 
Butterfield-la.: *Parsons 


end-dr. : *Galladay, ag ag 17,997; six 
at Cottonmill-la.: *A. E. ” Ltd, £7,553; 
eight at Cottonmill-la. : * dail, £9,776 ; 
four at Cottonmill-la. : Stephenson, 


£5,201 (all approved by M.H.); 22 at Shenley- 
la., Sheephouse Farm “aaa London Colney: 
*W. Cotterill, Acton-av., 
rington, £26, 158 (subject a, 
Shefheld.—Works for T.C. 
(F.), City A. Two cold rooms ‘at City General 
Hospital: *Public Works D 
sons’ bungalows and ced 
Cross Estate extension: Ackroyd & Abbott, 61, 
Studley-rd., Attercliffe, Sheffield 9 £35,162. 
South Westmorland. 


; 28 aged per- 


he at Parson SMART'S LANE 
LOUGHTON, ESSEX 


houses at 


Oakes & Son, 


““linsentins, —12 
for R.D.C.: *S. W. Slaughter & Sons, 
Pershore-st., Birmingham, £16,232. 

Stretford.—78 houses at Barton-rd, 
T.C. H. Perry, B.S.: *W. Lionel Gray (1933), 
Hospital-rd., Farnworth, 


Sunderland.—Warehouse for R. R. Charman 





October 24 1947 


og Queen rd.. Sunderland. 


Horns-la., for & Co.. Dunning-st.: *D. & J. Ranken, Stockton- 


Torquay.—Reconstruction and exfension of 


bridge, at 


W. Wilkins 


*Bodill & & Son, Ltd., Brunswick- -8q., Torre, Torquay. 


8. J. O’Farrell, M.I.M.E., City E 


_&8. Quan- 


7d. (subject 


Morgan, B.C.: *John Lewis meine. Ltd., £30,638 (sub- 


Westminster.— building portion of West- 


Wolverhampton, —Dining-room and kitchen at 
Pe i Hordern-rd. Senior school, for E.C. W. M. L 
Ltd., £25,121; 14 traditional houses at Towns. Wolverhampton. 4G. iad. 


minster Schools, §8.W.1, for Governors. J. H. 
Voxtniee Fee 178, Oxford. -rd., » peenematier. 
anc Ae . Russe 13, comb-st 
Rushden, Northants.—Workshop and factory S.W.1, architects: “Holloway Bros. (London). 
at Wellingborough-rd., for Cyril Norris & Son, [Ltd.,’ Bridge Wharf, Millbank, §.W.1 (cost 
Crispen Estate, about £35,000 


aw, 
Temple-st. 











Beetham, nr. Milnthorpe, R.D.C. . t 
Middleton (A.,), Lancaster : TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 
*Bradley & Rogson, Arnside, “£10,460 

Stockport.— Eight houses at 


*, Gardner. 
t Fi ee os | L, "yaa, Dialstone. SALES 
a., a... Gre reat oor, Stockport (subject to approva | ERECTION CRADLES 








Sa 
Lid. 


: [me ESSEX STEEL 
‘tas || SCAFFOLDING co. 


tas approval). 
George Davies 


HIRE 








site, for 











LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
And over 65 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 






"phone or write: 
Secretary: 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.s CHAncery 7583 (4 lines} 
Telegrams: *° EFEMBE, Holb., London."’ 
















The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be ferwarded. 















SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0. p.a. 











SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 








JNO. JONES (STEEL-CRETE) L° 











: Victoria Works, 
ETE 





STEEL-CR 


FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 


WITH OLD OR NEW 9, Patent \ il 
Boyle's -«:*:»~ Ventilator 





FLOORS |\"—.- += 





Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
27, JOHN ADAM STREET, ADELPHI, W.C.2 


35, Avenue Chambers, Seuthampton Row. 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 Tel.: Temple Bar 5858 






























W.& M.NEGUS: 
Station Works, KING JA 





CONSTRUCTION 





GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 
CAMBERWELL 


HEAD OFFICE: 


Tel: CHAwcery 7901-3 











34, & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C4 















